


EVER SINCE THE
INTROPLCTION OF
EXCAVATING GEOTHERMAL
ENERGY FROM EARTH'S
CORE, ALL OTHER EMERGY
PLATFORMS WERE SHUT
DOWN.

SURFACE

THE EXTREME HEAT
WOULD MELT THE
LAVA INTO MAGMA.

SPECIAL WELLS
STRETCHED
1,800 MILES
DEEP LINTIL
THEY REACHED
THE CORE.

ITS WAY UP AND
WAS CONVERTED
INTO ENERZY BY
TURBINES.

PRESSLURE IN
EARTH'S CORE
STARTED TO

BUILD UF DUE TO
THE CORE BECOMING
TOO HARDENED.

THE TECTONIC
FLATES BEGAN
SHIFTING

AWKWARDPLY. ..

EARTHGQUAKES AND
TSUNAMIS BEGAN TO

THE AIR GREW MORE

POLLUTED FROM ASHES

AND EMBERS CF
VOLCANIC DEBRIS.

NO ONE KNOWS WHO
ORIGINALLY INSTILLED THE
GECTHERMAL CONVERTER
IN THE FIRST PLACE...

BUT THE MAJORITY OF
THE WORLD BLAMED
THE MASSES OF
SCIENTISTS.

., 3 \h 5Jlr ’~.\
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THEN THERE WAS
ROBERT RUTANG, AND

HE HAD JUST COMPLETED
HIS SPIRIT INTERCOM
PROJECT THREE WEEKS
AGO.

e

i

il

THERE WERE RLIMORS
THAT THIS COMPANY
COLLD SAVE EVERYONE
FROM THE GEOTHERMAL

B ENERGY CRISIS BY

SENDING PEOPLE'S
CONSCIOUSNESS TO A

B VIRTUAL DIMENSION

WHERE THEY COULD

E8 LIVE INDEFINITELY.

THE PROCESS AND
MACHINERY HAD
TAKEN HIM NINE
YEARS TO FINISH,
AND IT WAS

FINALLY APPROVED
BY THE GOVERNMENT
FOR USE.

THOUGH THE COMPANY
WAS CONSIDERED IN
THE BETA STAGE, PEOPLE
OF ONLY LUXURY AND
HIGH CLASS COLLD
PRE-REGISTER FOR

| SPIRIT INTERGOM

WITH THE POLITICAL
TIES THAT ROBERT
ATTAINED, HE WAS ABLE
TO HAVE HIS PROJECT
FUNDED BY THE U.5.
GOVERNMENT,

PEOPLE IN NEW YORK
CITY DIDN'T TOLERATE
THIS LNWARRANTED
EXCHANGE. ..

| ...AND THEY REVOLTED
| AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT
FOR NOT TAKING INITIATIVE.

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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SON OF ROBERT RUTANO,
ANDREW RUTANO,

A 20-YEAR-OLD PROSTHETIC
ENGINEER.

=

HE HELPED SERVE WITH THREE
PEOPLE WHO BROKE OR FINGERS MISSING
SEVERELY INJURED ON HIS RIGHT
THEIR LIMBS.

=
|| PARENT 10 7ragpq
AGE: 34 .
| - DUALMOSIS:

|| Mhieting 2edts 3¢

1 Metatarsst Baves

HE CREATED HIS FIRST
MECHANICAL FINGERS
AT THE AGE OF 16.

HE HAS TWO BROTHERS
AND ONE SISTER.

i

HE LIVED IN AN APARTMENT IN MANHATTAN.
TWO BEDROOMS, A KITCHEN, TWO BATHROOMS,
A DINING ROOM, AND A LIVING ROOM WITH
A GLASS BALCONY OVERLOOKING THE CITY.

maxweLL (12> I Lisa o)

ON SOME WEEKENRS,

HIS GRANDPMOTHER

WOULD VISIT. % .72 AND EVERY

! SATURDAY, HE

SPENT TIME
WITH HIS
BROTHERS
AND SISTER.

HE LIVED WITH HIS
ROCOMMATE KEVIN
PERMANENTLY.

KEVIN. 21.

LOUD. LAZY.
IRRITATING.
BUT... HE'S
FAMILY TOO.

ANDREW'S LIFE [
WASN'T EASY. o 2 F

BUT HE KEPT

MOVING
FORWARD. S e e P

| He BULT
§  HIMSELF.

i

‘/_:l‘, .‘.-_ - ‘\/ @ N
Jq,"" et ) )

HE BUILT
OTHERS.

= ¥ =1

AND SOMEWHERE
IN THIS BROKEN

.

HE WAS TRYING
TO BUILD HOPE.

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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ANDREW OWNED A
GT SPORKSTERBEALE.

HER NAME WAS

BEATRICE.

HE LOVED THIS CAR. /
IT WAS HIS ESCAPE. [

-=pPRINT

BEFORE LEAVING,

HE SENT A MESSAGE

TO KEVIN.

FRIOM: KEVIN

Ugh fine. Don't crash

ANDREW LET OUT
A SMALL EXHALE
AND LEFT.

SRS ' P

THE CITY NEVER p 0 1 ! il s r

SLEPT. BUT TONIGHT, [EEE ot i S i

IT FELT DIFFERENT. [RNEIES o Rl
: ; b =)

W "
. o
i-'._ 5 ___. L

SEHELRT T

* —

= =

NEW YORK CITY.
THE HEART OF THE WORLD.
OR WHAT WAS LEFT OF IT.

OUTSIPE OF HIS BUILPING,
THE CITY WAS FALLING APART.

PEOPLE SUFFERED, Bl avorew was
PEOPLE DIED. USED TO SEENG IT.

y L : ! BUT HE NEVER
BE o R cor useo o

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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LOOKING AT THE BABY

THROUGH THE REAR-VIEW .
ro THE —
HIMSELF),

“DON'T WORRY. T WON'T

GIVE LUP ON

ANDREW CONTEMPLATED WHETHER
HE WOLLD &0 TO SPIRIT INTERCOM

OR TAKE THE BABY TO HIS APARTMENT.

BE AT THE LABS
B 10 MINUTES;

R THEREFORE, HE
WOLLD NOT HAVE

AN WATED
SPORKSTERBEALE STATED,

ANDREW REPLIED,

»

!

RIGHT AWAY, THE CAR REMOVED THE BRAKE AND GAS
PEDAL INTO ITSELF WHILE THE STEERING WHEEL
COLLAPSED AND WAS ENGULFIED INTO A SMALL
METALLIC DiSK.

THE CAR TOOK COMPLETE CHARGE AND IMMEDIATELY
ACCELERATED THROLIGH A FILTH-FLOODED ALLEY,
PUSHING ANDREW BACK INTO HIS

I DON'T CARE F
I AM LATE! SLOW
COWN NOW!

IT SWERVED AND TURNED LY. THE CAR, ATTEMPTING
TO MAKE AS MANY SHORTCLTS AS POSSIBLE, CUT THROUGH
EVERY ALLEY OPENING AND WENT WHEREVER SOLID

TERRAN EXISTED.

ANDREW, BITING
HIS FINGERNALS,
HOPED THE CAR
WOLLDN'T CRASH
ITSELF.

AFTER SEVERAL MINULITES, THE SPOI

SEEN DOWN THE HORIZON.

TERBEALE Was
OME MILE AWAY FROM THE LABS, WHICH COULD BE

THE

THE HIGHLY-SECURED SATE OF THE LABS. '1-"

ORKSTERBEALE FINALLY REACHED

WAINED IN THE BACKSEAT
OUISLY ANYMORE.

SPIRIT INTERECOM
AWAITS YOU.

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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LOOKING AT THE BABY
THROUGH THE REAR-VIEW

MIRROR, HE SAID TO THE
BABY (AND ALSO HIMSELF),
“PON'T WORRY. T WON'T
GIVE UP ON YOU."

ANDREW CONTEMPLATED WHETHER
HE WOULD &0 TO SPIRIT INTERCOM
OR TAKE THE BABY TO HIS APARTMENT.

HE WAS J )
EXPECTED TO ;
BE AT THE LABS
1N 10 MINUITES;
THEREFORE, HE
WOLLD MOT HAVE
ENOUGH TIME TO
BROP THE BABY
BACK AT HIS
APARTMENT.

AN AUTOMATED VOICE ON HIS
'ORKSTERBEALE STATED, =

] ANDREW REFLIED,

RIGHT AWAY, THE CAR REMOVED THE BRAKE AND GAS
PEDAL INTO ITSELF WHILE THE STEERING WHEEL
COLLAPSED AND WAS ENGULFED INTO A SMALL
METALLIC DISK.

r
-~ f}

THE CAR TOOK COMPLETE CHARGE AND' IMMEDIATELY py g |
ACCELERATED THROUGH A FILTH-FLOODED ALLEY, ' i
CAR SEAT.

THE SPORKSTERBEALE MOVED WITH GREAT SPEED,
AVOIDING DUMPSTERS AND HOMELESS HABITATS.

=) L e

WHY ARE YOU
J DRIVING WITH
ol SUCH INTENSITY
s AND SPEED?!
VN THERE'S A BABY
a0 IN THIS CAR, AND
| I DON'TCARE IF
h Bl T AM LATE! sLow
DOWN NOW!

IT SWERVED AND TURNED JAGGEDLY. THE CAR, ATTEMPTING
TO MAKE AS MANY SHORTLUTS AS POSSIBLE, CUT THROUGH
EVERY ALLEY OPENING AND WENT WHEREVER SCLID TERRAIN
EXISTED. THE BABY KEPT WAILING IN THE BACK. ANDREW,
BITING HIS FINGERNAILS, HOPED THE CAR WOULDN'T CRASH
ITSELF. A PEFIBRILLATOR COULDN'T EASE HIS BEATS PER MINUTE.

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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AS THE CHARISMATIC SECURITY GUARD ESCORTED THE THE SECURITY GUARD GLIDED THE SELF-DRIVING
@ SPORKSTERBEALE PAST THE GATE, ANUREW OBSERVED SPORKSTERBEALE TO THE ENTRANCE LNTIL HE SAID,
- THE “CALITION" SIGN FROM THE CAR WINDOW. - ;
b STRE I i ‘ MR. RUTANG, YOU HAVE ARRIVED,
. \ . AEREL Sl ' . I PLEASE ASK THAT YOU LEAVE
A48 e h v i |- -~ YOUR VEHICLE. WE WILL TAKE
] v 1l i . CARE OF YOUR CAR FROM HERE.
=T : LT {4
] ; o R
3 . T = L Lo 1
gy e Sk -
: ® @ @@~ l
R B = - '
t - = |
5 .f [
- i |
il Rk it — q
ANDREW NODDED AT THE GUARD. HE OPENED THE CAR DOOR o f PICKING UP THE BABY, ANDREW GOT OUT OF THE CAR.
AND SAID, " : ity A DIFFERENT SECURITY GUARD IN A WHITE SUIT ENTERED f
3 R EARAL o B ' by THE SPORKSTERBEALE.
i LI DON'T BE SO 1 1} .z :
i RECKLESS NEXT TIME, e o =
o SPORKSTERBEALE. YOU "4 " 7%
KNOW THAT YOUR cPU L2t =l ® N
OF YOURS ISN'T DEEP- & P
"3 } LEARMING. AND T'LL SEE M : i g
YOU SOON. THANKS : p |
FOR THE DRIVE. - - :
_ - & - = f
‘. - - o -‘_: - -_'ﬂ,(./. 4
FUAT e Sa St L e S o) U S RS el | e : A e
' R | R | B
" l ’ ON THE STAFF TO TAKE CARE OF IT. PLUS, YOU ACT JUST MAKE SURE TO KEEP HIM SAFE. T FOUND — r
2 | ; B x| T B T T e HIM ABANDONED IN THE B4D PART oF Town.” i} ( 1.5
B i c0 vou | ; Ly
{ | 4 ) W §Easife )
| '-‘\\-% .- : .
' ANDREW GAVE THE BABY TO THE SECLIRITY : :
. Bl GLARD, AND THE BABY WAS PLACED IN THE 3
e B 5ocsenT

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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THE SECURITY GLART, NON IN WANT TO. SAID,
|

PLEASE
GIVE ME ACCESS
TO PHYSICAL
CONTROLS FOR
THE CAR.

IRRITATED, THE GUARD ASKED,

you Just
ALLOW THE CAR

TO PRIVE

ITSELF?

ANDREW ASKED,

THAT'S ENOLIGH,
AREYOU Y& V8 2 : 3 AENRETS » - ’ R /e CANNOT ACCOMPANY
KIZDING ME? T 8 LTRSS A N AN e R ou TO SPIRIT INTERCOM
usTove  BEONE ; TR e 5 | B M. 0 WILL ASK YOU

ME ACCESS, i v e ¥ b 3 ! TO LEAVE. -

THE VIOICE SAID,

IMMEDIATELY, THE CAR REVEALED ITS G4S PEDALS,
AND THE SMALL METALLIC DISK EXPANDED AND

. THE SECLIRITY GLIARD, RATTLED AND SATISFIED
e < AT THE SAME TIME, BEGAN TO DRIVE THE CAR.
TURNED INTO THE STEERING WHEEL. 1 ; L. i

HE LOOKED AT ANDREW IN DISCOMFORT WHILE HE

| CRUISED IT ON A CIFFERENT SIDE OF THE ROAD
| R OF THE WUITE LaBs.
SPIRIT INTERCOM
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IMMEDIATELY, THE CAR REVEALED TS GAS B THE SECLIRITY GLARD, RATTLED AND SATISFIED AT THE SAME TWE,
PEDALS, AND' THE SMALL METALLIC DISK BEGAN TO DRNE THE CAR.
EXPANDED AND TURNED WTO THE STEERING WHEEL. = . o

AS HIS CAR DROVE DOWN THE SIDE OF THE LAB, = : | ANDREW NODDED IN AFFIRMATION AND TOOK A GLIMPSE
THE BLUE-SUITED GUARD THAT ANDREW HAD OF WHAT SURROUNDED HIM. HE JUST BECAME CONSCIOUS
PREVIOUSLY MET S4ID, 1 - . THAT HE WiaS AT THE ENTRANCE.

BETA SPIRIT
CONTRIVANCES
READY FOR IJSE

1 WS ROSE ABOVE HIM. A CYLINDRICAL THE CYLINDRICAL ELEVIATOR WAS SURROUNDED BY
| GLASS ELEVATOR IN THE CENTER OF THE WHOLE COMPLEX CLIM i FIVE BROGES ON EACH FLOCR N THE SHAPE OF A STHR.
| THEREFORE, ANDREW COLLD SEE THE CELING.

TRAVEL TO THE SFIRIT WORLD.
HEHE, ANDREW, YOU WLL BE
THE ARST TO ACCESS THE

HE S4W NUMERCUS LAB RESEARCHERS ON EACH FLOOR \, e 5
SINCE EACH FLOOR WAS WRAPPED N THE INTERIOR OF -~
] b
THE COMPLEY. ? ANDREW LOCKED HIS HEAD BACK TO EYE LEVEL.
THE GLMRD HAD
w:us-.'mw THE ELEVATOR DOOR CLOSED i

DOCR OPENED VERTEALLY LPwestD Wit il Asp TRavELED LPwsRD. | |
THE LISE OF A SENSOR. i
s

HE LOOKED AT ANDREW I DISCOMFORT WHLE HE CRUISED IT
ON A DIFFERENT SIDE OF THE ROAD OF THE WHITE LABS.

ANDREW GREW A BIT WSty BUT KEPT HIS GOOL,
THE ELEVATOR CONTIMUED ITS PATH FOR A FEW
MBLITES LINTRL IT STOFPED.

-
THE NLMBER “BO" WAS READ M THE LFFER
INTERIOR OF THE ELEVATOR.
ON THE HAFHEST FLOOR IN THE BULTING,

SPIRIT INTERCOM 09
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OF HIS EYE WHILE WAITING FOR THE ELEVATOR
TO OPEN. HE TID NOT RESPOND.

ANDREW ASKED THE SECURITY GLARD, i THE GLARD GLANCED AT HIM WITH THE CORNER

YOU SHOULD
ABOUT THE NAMES
OF OTHER INFERIOR
SECLIRITY SUARDS.

THE ELEVATOR POOR ONCE AGAM OPENED LF VERTICALLY. THE GLLARD HAD A LOOK OF DISGUST IN HIS EYES. THE GUARD OPEMNED A GLASS DOOR FOR ANDREW
4 FOLLOWED WIM TO' A GLASS ROOM. AND POINTED TO' A GRAY LEATHER CUSHIONED CHAIR.

P e |

THE (UARD HAD LEFT FROM THE CORNER ANDREW GUESTIONED TO HIMSELF WHY THE GLARD oD | HE HAD BEEN WAITING FOR GUITE SOME TIME LINTIL
OF ANDREW'S EYE TO AN ENCLOSED ROOM LEAVE HIM I AN EMFTY ROOM WITH OMLY THREE CHAIRS. = ‘ THE SOUND OF FOOTSTEPS FROM THE HALL OUTSIDE
WITH BLLE WALLS. ] 1 L g = 3 THE HOLLOW SLASS WaLL ICHED CLOSER TO' WIM.

- -
1 HE CAREFLLLY STUDIED THE ROOM AS HE
ACROSS FROM HIM WAS A GLASS RECEPTION DESK FELT THAT HE WAS BEWG WATCHED.
WITH NOBODY N ITS SEAT. HE DIDN'T EXPECT THE THE ROOM FELT SO FRAL; THE AR
LAB TO BE 50 EERIE AND ALONE. L
A - =

ANDREW, CLEIOUS OF TvE FOOTSTEPS, HESITATED F HE T THE RESEARCHER STOPPED WALKING AND TLIRNED ANCREW CLEARED WIS THROAT AND SAID, THE REGEARCHER OPENED HIS FYES WIDELY
WHILE WIS EYEBROWS BROADENED,

SHOULD' CHECK WD IT WAS. GETTING OUT OF HIS CHAR, it HIS BACK ARCULMDY, LOOKING AT WM WITH -
ANDEIEW MEDE WIS WAF PAST THE DOOR AND S A - .

RESEARGER DRESSED N A WHTE LAB SO WKING i 3 - b g‘ 1 |

ANDHEW BEGAN TO' WORRY IF THE SECLIRITY GUARD WHO TOLD HIM TO WalT
WOULD LOOK FOR HIM, BUT HE STILL AGREED TO FOLLOW THE RESEARCHER
BY NODDING HIS HEAD WITH A PHONY SMILE.

THE PROCESS OF
WHAT SCIENTIFIC

SPIRIT INTERCOM 10 CH. 1 - THE CORE



ANDREW ASKED THE SECLIRITY GLIARD _,.Ll

MR RUTANG, T
THINKC 1T WOULD
BE BEST IF I

THE ELEVATOR DOOR ONCE
OPENED UP VERTICALLY.

THE GLGRT CPENED A GLASS ROOR FOR ANDREW || e ROOM WAS PLIRE WHITE AND HAD A SPACE
AND POWTED FRAY LEATHER CUSHIONED CHAIR. OF ABOUT 400 SGLARE FEET. ANDREW TOOK A SEAT.

THE FUARD WAD LEFT FROM THE CORNER
OF ANDREW'S EYE TO' AN ENCLOSED ROOM
WITH BLUE WALLS.

FELT

ON THE TOP RaGHT

X

ANDREW (LEARED HI6 THROAT AND' SAID,
-

THE RESEARCHER OPENED WIS EYES WIDELY
WHILE HiS EYEBROWS BROADENED.

| e

'_" THE RESEAACHER REPLIED.

BEFCEW BEGNMNG HIS MINIATURF TOLR WITH ANDREW, INVOLLNTARILY, SNTREW'S MIND T
BUT REGEARCHER W66 REFLECTER. F PERSPIRING, BUT HIS ID STOFFER
= BODLY FUNCTION.

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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WHAT 0O YU GLvS
DO HERE?

ON THE SPOT, ANDREW DEVISED A BOGUS RESPONSE ﬁ

AND SAD,

> M ON MY LLINCH BREAK
AND ST PERLISING ARCLIND

A DOOR CRACKED OPEN FROM THE ROOM DIRECTLY
BEHINDG HIM. THE BODALY FLINCTION THIS TIME
COULD NOT BE STOPPED, AND ANDREW BROWE A
SWEAT. HE JOLTED WIS BODY AROUIND.

BEHND THE SECLIRITY GLAARD WikS ANCOTHER
SET OF FOOTSTEPS. A TALL SHADOW BEHIND
THE SUARD GREW TO WIS Dismay.

DIRECTLY BEHIND HIM WAS THE FACE

OF HIS FATHER, ROBERT RLTAND. AFTER

NOT SEEMG HIS SON FOR EGHT YEARS,

ANDREW SAW WRINKLES AND BLEMISHES

HAD' ERODED ALL OVER ROBERT'S RACE.
- A8

HIS FATHER WALKED WITH HIGH POISE WITH A
SLIGHT SMIRK ON HIS FACE. NEVER LOCKING
DIRECTLY AT HIS EYES, ANDREW TREMBLED NI
WALKED WITH LINCERTANTY TOWARDS HIS FATHER. ﬁ

ANDREW DIDN'T MOVE LINTIL HIS FATHER
ENTERED THE GO-ZONE FOR A HUG. ROBERT
WRAFFED HIS ARMS ARCLIND HIM, AND ANDREW
GREW AN LNEASY SMLE.

= —

IT'S GREAT TO SEE
YOU, SNDREW, AFTER

NoW HERE, 1 THINK
IT 15 TIWE 1 SHOW You
THIS SREAT JOURNEY
OF MINE THAT 1 HAVE

REACH THE SFIRIT WORLD,
BUT [ 45K OF & TASK
FROM YOLL

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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ANDREW REPLIED. ;. - > + ANCREW'S EYEBROWS WERE
~ 2y .

PROCESST 1 DONT
KNOW F T CAN EVEN FAMILY MATTERS AT
TRLST ¥ HOW cowp ’ 3 ¥ A LATER TIME. T JusT
YOU LET MOM DIE LIKE N MEED YOU TO TRUST
THATT HOW COWLD YOU BE THIS PROCESS AND
SLENT WITH ME ALL THESE BELIEVE M YOUR
YEARS AND NOT EVEN : FATHER. TM SORFTY,
ALLLCE TO HER SOM, AND' T WLL TALK
FRESENCET ABCLUT THIS WITH YOUl

ANDREW DRASGED HIMSELF TO FOLLOW HIS
FATHER. HE STARED AT RLIFLIS WITH IRRITATION

ROBERT OPENED THE GLASS DOCR. HE LOOKED
AT THE SECLIRITY GLWRD,

15 HE TRYMG TO KILL ME WITH IT7

WY DOBSNT HE SPEMK ABOUT
MY MOTHER WITH ME NOW?
WHY PIE I BVEM COME HERET
WY DI HE TALK ABOUT MY KIDS
WHEN HE ORLY SAI MUC WHEN
HE WAS FOLR AND WHEN LISA
was TwoT

HOW WL THS MACHIRE EVEN
WORNT 15 IT GOMG TO BE
RENFLL OR FEEL GOOOT

WHY DION'T AUFUS REVEAL o
HBS NAME TO MET ¥

AFTER 30 MINUTES, ROBERT OFENEDR A BLACK DOOR LISING AN EYE-RECOGNITION SENSOR. A SUBTLE RED
BEAM OVERLAVED OM HIS EYE FOR A COUPLE OF SECONDS, AND THE DOOR LINLOCKED, OPENING
VERTICALLY LIPWARE, TWO SECLIRITY CAMERAS WERE PERCHED ON TOF OF THE DOOR.

AS ANDREW REFLECTED, HIS FATHER AND HE WALKED
THROUGH PLAIN WHITE HALLS, MAKING LEFTS aND
RIGHTS ALL OVER THE COMPLEX.

THEY BOTH ENTERED A PITCH-BLACK ROOM, AND' A RED VELVET CHAR
SAT IN THE CENTER OF IT. ON TOP OF THE CHAIR WAS A CRCULAR
METALLIC ROD CONMECTED WITH A THICK BLUE WIRE. THE WIRE
FAN DOWN THE CHAR.

HERE 16 THE PLACE, SO0 Vi M 1S A i
DAMENSIONAL PORCES. ALL THAT vOU HAVE T2 DO 15
SIT N THS CHAR AND ATTACH THE METALLKE CRCOLLAR
PECE, OR THE SPTRIT EMSSARY. THE WHOLE CHAR B
CALLED THE SPRIT CONTRAANCE. THE BLUE WIRE FROM
THE CHAIR IS EXTENDED LR INTERDIMENSIONAL
COMNUNICATOR SYSTEM. THIS COMMUNICATOR SENDS
SPECLALLY PROGRAMMED SEMNSORY NELRONS TO THE SPIRIT
EMESSARY TWldT ARE TRANSFORTED TO YOUR BRAN, THESE
PROGRAMMED NELIROMS CHANGE THE PRINCIFLES OF YOUR
DENDRUTES, THE DENDRITES M YOLR GRAN PROJECT THE
PWENSION OF THE SPIRIT WORLD. THEREFORE, YOUl ARE
EXPERENCING THE SAME FIVE SENSES N THE 6PIRIT WORLD
THAT YOU NCRMALLY WOLLID PERCEVE N THE PHYSICAL
WORLD, YOUR PHYSICAL BODY STIVS THE SAME IN THE
CUMENSION, BUIT WOU REMAR LNCONSCIOUS I OUR
PHYSICAL WORLD. THINK. OF [T AS. MINDFLLNESS IN

[LE LSk

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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ANDREW WAS ABOUT TO ASK THE OTHER

WHAT TasK
DAD ¥OL wanT
3 ME TO PARTAKE
IN?
% 4

YOU TO ENICY YOURSELF
TO SEE F OTHERS COWLD
ENICY THIS PLACE. T WANT
TO KNOW IF THIS PLACE
COULD BE HABITABLE
FOR My PRE-RESISTERED
GLESTS,

GUESTION, BUT HE SAW HIS FATHER TLTING HIS

HEAD TO THE SIDE AND NOT FOCUSING ON HIM.

IN HIS B4R, ROBERT RECENED A
MESSAGE FROM HIS TINY BLACK
LISTENING DEVICE.

ARE GOWG TO NEED

TS WAT, FUESS WHO
JUST ARRIVED!

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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ANDREWS WAS INFLIRIATED AND HAD NOT SEEM HIS BROTHER
FoR YEARS EVER SINCE HE VISITED HIM THAT ONE
THANKSEIVING, MARCD AND ANDREW AUNAS HAD THER
CISPUTES AND COULD NEWER SETTLE WITH EACH OTHER.

WOLLD YOU AMITE
| MAREO HERE? YU KNOW ] )
THAT T HAVEN'T WD THE F : 2 NHO THRKS TaT
BEST RELATIONSHP WITH : ; - | A HE'S BETTER THdN
e ¢ : 2 ME AT EVERYTHIG.

MARCO CONTMNLIALLY WAS CLOSE WITH HIS FATHER
HES WHOLE LIFE WILE ANDREW HAD A4 Q0S8R
RELATICRISHIP WITH HiS MOM.

ANDREW DD NOT REFUTE HIS FATHER
SND KEPT HIS ANGER BOTTLED
WITHN HIMSELF.

ﬁ-ﬁ.‘ BACK THEN FROM THER
AND PEOPLE J.I.I.E-.- I»l.ﬂ

YOU WLL OBEY
AND

i GHLL CLT, BROTHER
KLLING TIME IWAKING SWEET B0 HAS ANOTHER CHAR
TALK WITH DAD. ALGC, HOW A% h 5 LKDER & . TO HOOK, ME LP WITH.
WE GONG TO ME IT 75 T e TVE TOURED THIS PLACE
SPRIT WOSRLD WITH oMLY S0 MANY TIVES THT |
ONE CHAR? KNOW ALL THE NS 40D
QTS OF T,

SPIRIT INTERCOM 15 CH. 1 - THE CORE



IMMEDUITELY, ROBERT TALKED 70 HIS EARFIECE AND' SAID.
“SEND N THE LAB RESEARGERS."

A FEW SECONDS LATER, SEVERAL LAB RESEARCHERS, WEARING THEY HELD BROWN CLIPBOARDS, AND OTHERS WORE THIK GRAY GLASSES.
WHITE SUITS, ENTERED THE BLACK ROOM, THEY WALKED STLDASUSLY, AND THEY REACHED ROBERT'S SPATIAL PERPHERY.
- b

3

T WOULD LIKE YOU, FINE RESEARCHERS, 10 TKE
NOTE OF EVERY DETAL AND CBSERVIETION 10U SEE OM Mr'
SONG. [ NEED SOWE OF 70U TO TRRE ONTROL OF THE
y DWERSIONAL-TRACKING STATLIS AND' SOME OF YOU 0 TRKE
¥ NTROL OF THER DOPAMINE LEVELS. IF ANY PROBLEMS
CCELR, IMMEDMTELY EXTERMMATE THE PROCESS AND SEND
THEM BACK TO THE PHYSICAL WORLD, ALSO—

"WHAT PROBLEMS COULD POSSIBLY OCCURT™ ANDREW INTERRLPTED:

THROLGH THIS DWENSION, THE
BEMS OF MY CHLDREN, YoU! 5 £ - T THE TWE TO CBSERVE HOW THIS
HAVE NOTHING T WORRY . SeAmES. WAL SR W
s8out, | PERSPECTVES. THIS DIVENSIN 15
KNG 45 4 “THEANGE” AND—
M TRLKNG OO MUCH,
ARENT 17 T MOFE THE BEST
FOR MY SONS.

TREADING BACK TO WIS LAB RESEARCHERS, ROBERT 6l T2 T

A LAB RESEARCHER WITH A NAME READING “EARL" INSERTED

A FIVE-INCH KEY WITH INTRICATE SROCVES INTD THE IGNITION OF
THE COMMLINCATOR SYSTEM.

JUST LKE HOW WE g

PLIT 4 MAN ON THE 008, 4

LET'S FLIT A M ON THE

SPRIT WORLD. IGNITE THE

THE M MADE WHIRRING NOYSES AND ELECTRIFIED, SENCWNG INSTENTLY, MARCD AND ANDREW GREW LINRESPONSIVE ANDREW'S VISION HAD FADED,
A NELIRCELECTRIC CLIRRENT 10 THE SPIRIT EMISSHRIES OF MARCD = - WITH THEIR MOUTHS OPEN AND EYES CLOSED. B =
AT ANDREW, . b
=% s =
!

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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SURFRISED BY THER GUICK
ROBERT 54D HES5 EARPE
ERENG T THE OTHER SPRIT
CONTRIVANCE, RUFUS."

MEANWHLE, ANCREW STLDED THE
INTERCIMENSICONAL. COMMUNICATOR SYSTEM. SED
HE GRAZED THE WIRES WITH HIS IND

B

THE SYSTEM CONTAMED A MEDLIM-SIZED (RLASS BOX.

S A HOLOGRAPHIC SUAL.

ISLAL OF & BLUE BRAM WITH DFFERENT SPRIT &
FOINTS LOCATED OM IT. ON TOP OF THE BRAIN Was A
PLACEHOLDER THAT READ "NAME OF SUBJECT”

ENDREW INFERFED THAT THIS HOLOGRAPH WOLLTD
DISFLAY THE PERSON'S BRAIN LIS THE

ANDREW PINPONTED A TAB THAT

HISTORY OF
TRIED SUBJECTS

TESTED SUBJECTS:

37 MONKEYS: SUCCESS
21 ARMADILLOS: SUCCESS
24 RATS: SUCCESS

ROBERT SAD, “SOM, THERE 15 NOTHING
R " EMPHAS] THE
WORD "NOTHING.”

SON, THERE 15
NOTHNG TO
WORRY ABOUT.

5 CHIMPAMZEES:

ANDREN, STLL CERTAN AN SKEPTICAL THAT
HIS FATHER WAS DOMG SOMETHING STRANGE,
DIDNTT WANT TO RLE THMNGS LR

THE SECOND CHAR THAT RUFLS WAS
COMMANDED TO WITHDRAN OFEMED LP
FROM THE FLOOR AND PROFPED ITSELF
RIGHT NEXT T THE OTHER CHAiR.

AT THIS INSTANT, ANDREW WAS STARTING

RLFUS ATTACHED THE REST OF THE BLLE WIRE TO' THE
™ W UNCOMFORTABLE.

INTERDIMENSIONAL COMMUNICATOR SYSTEM BY OPENING
IT. THE SYSTEM LIT LF WITH RGE

CONTRIANCES NOW.

THE INTERDIMENSIONAL
COMMUNICATOR
SYSTEM!

COMMUNICATOR
READY

WITH HIGH POISE, MARCO WALKED TOWARDS THE MACHME
AND SAT N THE VELVET CHAIR. GRASPRG THE SPIRIT
EMISSARY, MARCD PUT IT O THE CROWN OF HIS HEAD,
THE METALLIC RING FIT PERFECTLY FOR HBS HEAD.

SALRIGHT MAN, JUST GhE ME A
DOUBT, ANDREW SLOWLY MADE Y
HE LIGHTLY TAPPED HiS FEET ARANST THE

GLANCED AT HiS 80
AT S BROTHER.

| PON'T HIVE
ALL DAY, BROTHER.

HE WaS NOT READY. HIS HEART POUNDED AS RAST
AS A D000-VOLT ERATCA
REACHED THE CHAIR AND TOOK A SEAT LNZOMFORTABLY.

ARDUND THE CROWN OF HIS HEAD. THE METALLIC RING
WAS DISPROPORTIONATE AND TIGHT FOR HIS HEAD.

SPIRIT INTERCOM 1.7 CH. 1 - THE CORE



AN APPLE. IT TASTES
EXACTLY LIKE A
REGULAR APPLE
AS IF IT WAS FROM

ANDREW AND MARCO QUICKLY SPRINTED THEIR WaY TOWARDS THE
OTHER TREES AND ATE THE OTHER PURPLE APPLES WITH GLEE.,
WHILE SPRINTING, ANDREW FELT HE WAS LOSING A BIT OF HIS FOCUS.

— A\ —— —_—— e w —— = = - == s — —

ANDREW BEGAN TO SLOW DOWN
HIS PACE AND FELL BEHIND MARCO A BIT.

SO FAR, T FEEL THAT MY FIVE SENSES HAVE Ll NEXT TO ONE OF THE TREES, A RVER STRETCHED DOWN WITH A GLISTENING BLUE. THERE WERE A
BEEM EMHANCED. THE SMELLS, THE TASTES, S . SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT OF THICK TREE ROOTS THAT CROSSED THE RIVER. THE ROOTS HAD ALMOST
THE LOOKS OF THIS PLACE HAVE BEEN 4 L FORMED A TYPE OF LAND BRIDGE BETWEEN THE RIVER, ANDREW JUST FOUND OUT THAT THE TREES
EXTRACRDINARY, T'VE NEVER FELT THIS 1 - WITH THE PURFLE AFPLES STOOD HUNDREDS OF METERS TALL. THE TEMDER LEAVES QUIVERED FROM

ALVE BEFORE. THE SLIGHT BREEZE. ACROSS THE RIVER WERE THCKER THICKETS AND BUSHIER BUSHES. MORE GREEN

L&Y ACROSS THE RIVER FROM THEM.

FOLLOWING HIS NATLIRE OF CLIRIOSITY, ANDREW PUT HIS THERE YOU GO, ANDREW, T LIKE ', ’ | ANDREW KNEW HE WOLLD FALL JUST
FIRST STEP ON A THICK TREE ROCT. HE MAINTRNED HS ’ 3 THAT YOU'RE TAKING THE LEAD, : g ’ \ 4 FROM THE TIMEST OF MISTAKES. MAKING
BALANCE ON THE ONE-METER WIDE ROCT, THE RVER MOVED - E A MINOR MISTRKE IN FOOTWORK, HE
AT A PRETTY FAST RATE. SMALL SPLASHES FROM THE RIVER L y . By SUPPED A LITTLE BUT STILL MAINTAINED
CLRRENT SLIGHTLY BLOCKED HIS VISION. L i A L Bl AMCE.

MARCO GOT ONTD THE TREE ROOT

HIMSELF AND' FOLLOWED: HES

YOUNGER BROTHER'S LEAD.

SPIRIT INTERCOM 18 CH. 2 - FIRST ENTRY



IT APPEARS THAT A BEE WITH KUGE SIZE PROPORTIONS
INJECTED YOU WITH DOPAMIME INTD YOUIR BRAM. YOUI MELERONS THAT PENETRATED THE FRONTAL
REACHED SUCH A HIGH SENSATION OF DOPAMINE THAT : : : o e e o
THE COPED SENSORY NEIRONS WERE DESPAICHED, HENCE : LR CODED NELIROWS, CREATING A CHEMCAL
WAKING YOU LIR. THIS BEE SEEMS TO HAVE SOME SORT { FEACTION. THIS REACTION CREATED A
OF DOPAMINE COMPOSITTOR I TS BODY. ACCORDING TO Q ﬁ I T 11 ﬂy { it ,? fﬁ*’ e e e T e

| ’ 1 - i

MORE SPECFICALLY, THE DOPRMINE

OUR MELIRAL SENSORS, THIS HELLLIVA CREATURE D i COMMLINICATOR SYSTEM, AND THE CODED
TURN THE MOST DEPRESSED MAN ON EARTH TO THE - 1 ¥ NELIROMNS WERE ABORTED,
HAPPIEST THROWGH TS DOPAMINE BYPRODLICT. .

BUT T THOUGHT T CANT ; ! ; SIG : : WHEN FOREIGN NELFONS, AK.A

[FEEL THE DOPAMINE . SINCE THE 3 nid THE DOPIMINE WELIRONS, TRAVEL

NELERONS I My PHYSICAL ; O YOUR BRAMN N THE SPRIT

BRAM SICE THE BEE ok s ) ] WORLD, THESE NELIRDNS MESS . ASK THIS EARLIER BEFORE WE
PIONT STING ME IN THE g 3 g LIP WITH THE NELIRONS THAT WE : CHANGED DIMENSIONS.
PHYSICAL WORLD? : i : CODED N THE COMMUNICATOR |

SYSTEM THROUGH THE CHEMICAL

REACTION.

BRAIN WAVE AMPLITUDE

LA gk wa - EVERY CHAMGE N THE -5
CHANGES THE CUITLEOK ON HOW YOLR DENGRITES PERCEVE THE S A J f '_ f N ACCORDANCE WITH THE ¥ 20015
YOUR DENDEITES ARE THE PAET OF THE NERVE WHERE THE IMPLILSES ¢ & M | V COMNSTANTLY CHANGES YOLIR
ARE RECENED. FOR EXAMPLE, WHEN YOU WERE IN THE SPIRIT WORLD, : A ;
THE AWPLITLDE OF YOUR SENSORY BRAN WVES WS TINKERED a8 INCH
TALLER N RETROSPECT TO THE GRAPH AT THIS X VALLE.

RT AND THE LAB RESEARCHERS, INCLLIDING EARL, ONCE THE ROOM WAS EMPTY WITH ONLY ANDREW
LEFT THE BLACK ROOM THROUGH THE VERTICALLY AND MERCO, ANDREW DEPARTED FROM THE SPIRIT
SHIFTING-LIP DOCR. CONTRIVAMCE AND TAFFED THE SHOLLDER OF MARCO.

NOW TS TIME FOR YOU
AND MARCO TO TREE A BREAK
FROM THE HIGH-TIER SEMSATION
A LLNCH BREAX N THE ETERLA.
I HEAR THEY HAVE MEDILIM-RARE
STEAK THERE. AS FOR YOU, My
LB RESEARCHERS, COMVERGE N

SPIRIT INTERCOM 19 CH. 2 - FIRST ENTRY



ONLY THE BEST FOOD
THAT YOUR TASTE BLDS
COULD DESIRE, THEYRE
SERVING PERFECTLY-
COOKED STEAK WITH

T "THEY,” YOU MEAN
THE COOKS, RIGHT?

CH. 2 - FIRST ENTRY
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"

THE CHEF BOTS FINALLY EMERGED FROM THE BACK AND MET ANDREW'S BYE,
1 1 j . [] -

THE CHEF BOT BUNKED ITS
RED ORB TWICE N RETALIATION

AND MOVED HS BLOCKY FIGLIRE
ALONGSIDE THE GRAY COLNTER.

RED ORB ON ITs BLOCKY HEAD
FIGLIRE. HAVING THE HEIGHT OF
A NORNML HUMAN BEMG, THEY
CBTANED SLOSSY WHITE ARMS
WITH SMALL METAL RODS THAT
HELD POTS, PANS, SLVERWARE,
AND ALL OTHER SORTS OF
KITCHEW EGLIPMENT. EACH CHEF
BOT HAD EIGHT ARMS, AND EACH
ARM DID A DFFERENT TASK.
SMALL BENT ANTENNAS ROSE
FROM THER BLOCKY HEADS, TWO
SMALL 'WHEELS LAY LNDER THE
BOTTOM OF THE ROBOT FOR
MOTION AROUMD THE KITCHEM.

THEY CLIT THE STEAK THINLY
BUT PROPORTIONATELY. THEY
WORKED AT A RAPD RATE
AND WOULD LAY THER
FINSHED PLATES ONTD THE

c 0

AFTER BENG N THE PRESENCE WITH HER FOR A DECENT
SFEN OF TIME, AMDREW FELT A BIT ATTRACTED TO HER
LOOKS AND' EVEN HER PRETENTIOUS NATURE. HE
ADWIRED HER BLLE EYES AND' SMLE. SHE DD NOT
WEAR THICK GLASSES AS ALL THE OTHER LAB
RESEARCHERS WORE.

THNKING THAT THE CHEF BOT WaS ANDREW WAS ABOUIT TO S& “A BIG NO'
[DOME WITH HIM, HE SAW THAT THE BOT LINTIL HE S HARRIET GLANCONG AT HIM
DI NOT TRAVEL DOWN THE GRAY FROM THE END OF THE GRAY COUNTER.
COUNTER. HE WAS WAITING FOR THE
TWO BEEPS OF THE RED ORSB.

UNFORTLINATELY, HE TOOK
QUT HiS BROWM LEATHER:
WALLET FROM HES FGHT

POCKET AND PLLLED OUT

SPIRIT INTERCOM

CH. 2 - FIRST ENTRY



DROPPING THE BILL INTO THE JAR, re, - THE CHEF BOT THAT WAS DESIGNATED TO ANDREW TOOK - : FLIRTHER DOWN THE GRAY

THE CHEF BOT BLINIED TS RED . - CUT [T5 KNIFE FROM ONE OF TS EIGHT ARMS AND : TABLE APPEARED A BG

OFB TWICE AND CONTINLED DOWN ‘ 3 . PRECISELY CUT THE STEAK TWO TIMES. WITH ONE OF BOWL OF MASHED POTATOES

THE GRAY COUNTER. - ! SRRWA | TS OTHER HANDS, IT REACHED TO THE LEFT SIDE OF 2 » INGRAINED' INTO THE

THE COUNTER AND GRABBED A PLATE TO PUT THE A il crar corer. e cer

STEAK ON. S 4 7 BOT'S HAND THAT HELD THE
. KNFE RETRACTED AWD' A

SPOCN SPRUNG LP FROM

]

THE SPOON DUG INTD THE MAGHED POTATDES AND THE
SPOON WaS FLIOKED INTD 4 METALLIC CUP. 15 MORE

SPOONFLLS WERE REQUIRED TO FLL THE THE
CLP SUCCENLY, THE REST OF THE SEVEN ARMES RETRACTED

THE CHEF BOT PLOPPED THE REMAINING EIGHT S THE CHEF BOT TRIGGERED TS [ ANDREW SLOWLY DRPLAED A HGH

SPOONFLLS WITH ALL EIGHT HAND'S AT ONCE. v RED ORB THREE TMES AND SAD, » o FIVE WITH HIS RIGHT HAND, SCAANNG
YOLR DESRED MEAL 15 DONE, SIR. 3 THE HEMD WITH THE MOTION SENSORS
PLEASE FEEL FREE TD RATE OLR & W TS RED OR8, THE CHEF BOT SAD
SERVICE OM YOLR HAND i “THENE YU FOR YOLR GENERDUS

EACH HEND. THE CHEF BOT DU INTD THE MASHED ‘
THROUGH FVE." - RATING, AND' EMIOY YOLR MEAL"

POTARDES WITH THE SEVEN OTHER 4WS AND' POLIED
THE SEVEN SPOOMFLLS INTD THE OF

ALL THE ROBOTS IN THE LABS
OF CODED MOTOR NIELIRONS. o S # CONTROLLED BY CODED
DOES THAT MEAN THEY " - NOTOR NELRONS?
CODE THE MOVEMENT R
OF THE ROBOTS?

SPIRIT INTERCOM 22 CH. 2 - FIRST ENTRY



ARE YOU A ROBOT . 60 TEGNICALLY, COULDN'T 7 EY TECHMCALLY THEY COULD,
- SPRIT INTERCOM PROGRAM. BT THAT WOLLD BE SCARY.

MOTOR NELIROMS, i ) FRMAN MOVENENT WITH CODED 3 * | SPIRIT INTERCOM WOLLD NEVER
HARRETT 4 4 MOTOR NELRONS' i PO SOMETHMNG THAT
. INALWVUNE.

WHAT ARE YOLR THOUGHTS Ol
FRE-REGISTRATION? T MEAN—IT 15 KIND
OF LNFAIR 1N MY OPIION

OULD SPIRIT INTERCOM HIGHLY DOUBTRLL. T WOLLD REGUETE
PRODUCE ENCLIGH CONTRVANCES AN ASTRONCMICAL AMOUNT OF MONEY T0
FOR EVERYOME M THE
WORLD T LISE
ESFECLALLY FOR
THE POOR PEOPLE WHO
ARE DYING FROM THE

THAT ACTLWLLY COLLD WORK, MABE I - IT WS A PERASLFE } 2 SOUNDS GREAT. LASTLY, -7 = - i -
COLLD SOMEHOW COMVINGE HIM O MAKE TALKING WITH YU HARRET & PO 1L KHOW e e g %t =T H
THIT "MORE RICH . TLL SEE YOU ARCUND. x FLACE OUR: Pt = | 1 f
. ' E ) o v
7 g TAHE CARE. MYBE UST HAND T & & 3

TO OME OF THE CHEF

NEXT TIWE T CAN
0 BOTS, AND THEY WL

SHOW YOU THE NS

ANDREW LEFT THE THBLE AND WALKED BACK TOWSRDS BEFCRE ANDREW PLACED HIS LAST STEP OUT e 3 i -
s Ay i : e e BEFCRE MAGNG ANY MOVES, ANDREW ceernc up wocors,  [EEEEES ~,
THE GRAY COUNTER. STANDING BEHIND THE COUINTER, fricinl 2 OF THE CAFETERIA, MULTIPLE LAB RESEARCHERS S v
. o & i EATING WITH LIS, : i 8 S i R THOLIGHT, T BETTER TELL MY ROONWAITE HE SN THREE MESSAGH
THE CHEF BOT GRABBED THE METALLIC CUP AND p Biels GAVE HIM CHEERS AN ONE OF THEM SAID, KNOW WHERE HIS BROTHER: AND FATHER i) 2 THE FRST-TWO MECGAG
PLATE THAT ANDREW HANDED W, AV A GREAT Tl WERE. HE FIGLRED THAT HE OLIGHT TO KEVIN OF ALL THE SHIT THAT WENT Ll e
e VISHT THE BLACK ROOM WATH THE SPIRIT DOWM 1N THESE LABS. HELL FREAK CLIT WERE FROM HIS KIDS
] " . : - WHEN T TELL HIM THROUSH MINDCORD. MATTHEW AND LISA
' o M Hsorr R &
- -Sis ANDREW!
o .
I F & . =y
& O - . el Tl
- o
7 . . )
. g I B ] 1 ape: e can play mory
. . Jenga when you gey
< { B s iy el
1 g1 * ~
— — . ; = =
=k : =F
=4 - !
- . i 5 JEMGA WHEN YOL GET HOME.™
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HE OPENED LIP THE NEXT MESSAGE FROM HIS SON.

HAVING LEFT HIS APARTMENT TUESDIY AFTERN
HE HAD BEEN AT THE LABS FOR A 501 2 IRs. -
: mindceord

SIGHING WITH RELIEF, HE WAS S
b = [} watthew
THANKFLL THAT HE WAS
NOT OUT LINTIL THE o come you didr

WEEKEND. it me today fike
do? | want you u

P
Ill me: o NOW ;ﬂ‘ cend, Mom

B 1 g 4 ||I Oy
i B8 | > i y J qumib this
- g e | . I l\].\\;:\léﬁ me to g to bed Mw:u i
- . f 25 Cara { |II o that is why | am e :
; ’ 4 AM | . L £ # 1o you at 903 27
: : . S| message

A BIT TOUCHED BY THER ME - .
ANDREW READ THE LAST MESSAGE.
IT WaS SENT BY KEVIN. | &
8 | 2 Kavin e
- ] You have ""r:f: ;Tan
| is ‘J"'I"? dimnansion I'. -
| tmwgh the Nervaus
| through B8 o help of
system ¥ had 3 \
| codedm“‘f":lon o5 artack
hir f:t \
I' e, and is been & S
[ day! | am rot su:: These \
\ and it said 00 Y o ol ’ 1 am comind BeC e, and
\ bs to reach the i it | Jabs are unbeRes® & e,
\ - wmet“'“u Lek me K | | want to figure out
ar on |
| Che hell is going f

TURNING HIS BODY AROUND, THE LAB RESEARCHER THEY'RE BUISY OM THEI'R LLMCH BREAK

JUST REALIZED WHO HE WAS TALKING TO.

FCW‘ AN \P ELSE BUT

REMEMBERMG THAT Hi5 FATHER ENTERED WITH THE |
LISE OF EYE RECOGNITION, ANDREW WAS CONFUSED CH B J K C1 - P PID YOU DO THAT?
ABOUT HOW THE LAB RESEARCHER WOLLD HANDLE THIS. =

THEY BOTH ENTERED THE BLACK ROOM,

AND ANCREW MADE SURE I‘C‘ BE N

SPIRIT INTERCOM 24 CH. 2 - FIRST ENTRY



T COMMAND YOUI
TO LEAVE NOW.

DON'T DISRESPECT

MY AUTHORITY. X

I THOUGHT YOU DIONT
WANT ME BATK THERE
BEFORE. YOU TOLD ME
TO SHUT THE DOOR ON
MY WY QUT. WHAT COoULD
VOU FOSSIELY WaNT,

GONE THAT FAR, ANDREW ESCAPED OUT OF THE
BLACK ROOM AND LOCKED FOR HIM.

I MEED YOUR HELF O
SOMETHING.

THE RESEARCHER LEFT THE ROOM, BUT ANDREW
CAUGHT HIM OFF GLARD BEFORE HE LEFT

LUDFORD AND ANDREW WALKED TOGETHER BACK TO THE
BLACK. ROOM ENTRANCE. THE DOOR SHUT WHEN ANDREW
ORIGINALLY LEFT THE ROOM, S50 BRADFORD NEEDED TO TAKE
OUT HIS SMALL SCREEN OF ROBERT'S EYE AGAPL

AFTER PENETRATING THE DOOR OPEN, THEY BOTH
ENTERED, AND BRADFORD WALKED TOWARDS THE
IENITION STATION OF THE BLACK ROOM.

’

.
VR,

BRADFORD, T NEED THIS.
TLL OWE YOU ONE.

SEND YOU 0 THE SPRIT
WORLD WITHOUT PERMISSION
FROM YOLR FATHER. TS

THE RESEARCHER CLOSED THE DOOR, AND ANDREW
WAS ALONE IN THE BLACK ROOM.

I NEED THE
IGMITION KEY TO START
THE MACHIME L, AND' T
DON'T KNOW WHERE IT

COULD BE.

NO WaY N HELL,
ANDREW. T CANT JusT

AGAINST OUR CODE.

COMMUMICTTOR FOR YOU F

WOU COME THROLGH WITH

OF COURSE NOT, NONE
OF THE RESEARCHERS
HAVE THE IGHITION KEY
ON THEM.

M FNOR.

WHAT! HOW ARE WE
SUPPOSED TO STHRT
THE IGNITION THEN,
GEMILIST

SPIRIT INTERCOM

AS)
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BY THE RIVER, ANDREW AWOKE NEXT TO MARCC™S
LAYNG BODY. ANDHEW GAMNED HIS VISION BACK AND
SAN THE BEE BUTTING NEXT TO HM WITH M5
GRAY STINGER.

ANDREW'S MUISCLES CONVULSED AND HE WWMEDIATELY
STOOD LR BACKING ANEY FROM THE BEE, HE GREW
MORE PETRIFIED. THE BEE'S WINGS FLAPPED GUICKER
THAN A HUMMINGBIRR'S, AND IT REMAINED STILL N

N IS SPOT.

WAITING TO SEE WHAT IT WOLLD DO, ANDREW
STOOD STILL AS WELL. HIS BLOOD VESSELS
PUMPED LESS, AND HIS MUSCLES RELAMED.
ANDREW FINALLY LOOKED INTO THE EYES
OF THE BEE.

ENOWING A BIT OF BIOLOGY A5 A PROSTHETIC ENGINEER,
ANDREW KNEW THAT THE BEE'S EYES WERE NOT HLMAN-
LIKE, AMD INSTEAD THEY WERE LIGHT-SENSIMNG EYES.

IF HE DID NOT MOVE, THE BEE WOLILD NOT DETECT HIM.

ANDREW WAVED HIS HAND GENTLY, AND THE BEE LET
OFF A LITTLE FLINCH. CLIRSOUIS ABCLIT THE BEE'S REACTION
BNDUEW AFFROGCHED THE BEE WITH OMNE STER.

THE BEE FLINCHED A LITTLE AN BUT DID MOT CHARGE
ANDREW. HE TOOK ANOTHER STEF, BUT THIS TME THE
BEE DI NOT MOVE A MUSCLE. HE TOOK SEVERAL MORE
STEPS, AND THE BEE CONTINUED TO FLUTTER N TS
STATIONARY SPOT,

FOR NO REASON, ANDREW'S SUBCONSOIOUS TOLD
HIM TO CLIMB ON THE BEE"S BACK. HE WALKED

TOWARDS THE BACK END OF THE BEE. HIS HAND
TOLCHED THE ABDOMEN. THE EXOSKELETON THAT
ANDREW TOUCHED WAS SOFT AND HARY, TO ANDREW'S
SURPRISE, THE BEE HAD STILL NOT MOVED.

ANDREW ATTACHED HIS OTHER HAND TO THE ABDOWEN
AND PULLED HIMSELF LIP TO THE THORAX OF THE BEE.
WONDERING HOW HE MADE IT THIS FAR ONTO THE BEE,
ANDREW MOVED HIMSELF TO A MLDLY COMFORTABLE

POSITION, HE PATTER THE THORAX WITH HIS RIGHT
HAND TWD TIMES.

INSTANTLY, THE BEE DEPARTED AND LUNGED MSELF
FORWARD WHTH VIGOROLS SPEED. ANDREW ALMOST
LOST 5 GRASP 4D TENACOUSLY SREBBED THE BEE'S
THIRAK WITH ALL 185 STRENGTH.

IT STRAFED UP SMOOTHLY AT AN ALMOST-EXACT ANGLE
OF 45 DEGREES, BUT IT MOVED WITH SUCH HIGH INTENSITY.
ELOSE TO THE TREE'S APEX HEWFHT, THE BEE CARRIED
ANCREW THROUGH THE LAST BRANCHES OF THE TREES.

FISING ABOVE THE TREES FROM THE THICK FOREST,

THE BEE CHANGED THE ANGLE FROM FLYING LIPWARD
TO FLYING HORIZONTALLY STRAGHT, ALMOST PROPELLING
ANDREW OFF THE BEE'S BACK.

ANDREW SITUATED HMSELF OM THE BACK AND LET OUT
A BG SiGH OF RELEF. THE BEE'S FLIGHT FELT EXHLARATING
TO ANDREW, AND HE LALGHED OUT ALL HIS ANXIETY.

BRINGING BACK. HIS ATTENTION TO' THE PRESENT, HE
HE WAS AT THE SPIRIT WORLE HAD BEEN RRLIGHT, THE
SETTING LIGHT EXPOSED A BRIGHT, VIBRANT PURFLE.

APPRAISING THE BEALITY OF THE SKY WHILE GLIDNG
ON THE BEE, ANDREW LOST CONTACT WITH HIMSELF,
AND HIS VISION FADED.

HE WOHE LIP ON THE SPIRIT CONTRIMBNCE AND FELT
MENTALLY DRSOREENTED. HE MUMELED HALF-ASLEEF,

HE CBTANED HIS VISION N THE PHYSICAL WORLD AND
SN MARCO AND WIS FATHER ROBERT STRRING AT HIM
WITH PISGUST. LAB RESEARCHERS BEHINDG HIS BROTHER
AND' HiS FATHER STARED AT ANDREW.

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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YOU GLYS NEVER CAME BACK,
AND 1 WAS TRYING TO FLLFILL
THE TASK THAT YOU GAVE US,
WHERE WERE YOU GLIYS? 1 DIDN'T
SEE MARCO AT THE CAFETERIA.

1 DD EAT AT . :
THE CAFETERWA, PLANNING FOR THE DIMENSIONAL

BUT T WENT 5 | MANAGEMENT OF MY LAB
WITHOUT You. I : WORKERS. ANDREW, YOU MUST

DENT. SE6 YOU .3 " et ey " ACQUSTE MORE RESPONSIBLITY F
AT THE CAFETERIA

YOU WANT TO CONTINUE TO TEST

I THAK IT IS TIME THAT

YOU, ANDREW, TAKE A BREAK
FROM SPYIT INTERCOM. IT
WOLLD BE BEST FOR YOU TO
COME BACK WHEN WE HAVE
ANALYZED ALL THE DATA WE
COLLECTED OVER THE PAST Dav.

[ WHAT HE IS TRYNG TO SaY
15 THAT YOU'VE BEEN A
NLANCE AND THAT YOU
SHOULD COME BACK WHEN
YOU GET YOURSELF BACK
TOGETHER.

RUFUS WILL ESCORT YOU
AND RETLERN YOLR
SPORNGTERBEALE. 1 KNOW,
SON, THAT THIS 15 DFFICLLT,
BUT TRUST ME BECAUSE
THES WILL ALL BE FOR

THE BEST.
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4 # T0T vou Never Teno 1o s b il Bx
DRINK, ANDREW. ARE > AR L
.. YOU SURE THIS . § '» o,
i DESTINATION WILL | | o i a2}
/

— e bl Al mmtasilbi el et st b & T e s

: = = - Bl 1 cates OF THE LABS OPENED L,

= RCH COMPLE/ [

.. Y RESEA .
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DOWN THE STREET HE SAW HOARDS OF PEOPLE
WALLING OFF THE ROAD WITH THER BODIES. 'Y ¢ Py .
THE CAR WIAS ABOUIT ONE MILE AWAY FROM : ’
SPIRIT INTERCOM.

STEP OUT OF YOUR CAR
NOW, OR WE WILL BURN
YOU TO THE GRAVES!

-——— R T T— = —— - = SE———— —

= g 3 : i THE CAR DECELERATED UNTIL IT WAS ABOUT 20 FEET
1 : - ? b - AWAY FROM THE PUZZLED MOB. : e
. - - - |
™ A ' .
. ;
1 . 2 :

ANDREW ESTIMATED ABOUT 30 PEOPLE WERE - - | . .
WERE ON THE SIDE OF THE ROAD, AND THE CARS - ; . !
CONVEVED SPRAY-PAINTED MESSAGES OF HATE

AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT,

DON'T SAY ANOTHER WORD LINLESS | TELL YOU TO DO SOf : ‘
MY NAME IS WALLACE CREIGHTON, AND | AM THE LEADER OF i
THE SPRIT RADICALS. WE DEMAND THAT YOU GIVE US ACCESS
TO THE SPRIT WORLD. WE HAVE ALWAYS BEEN CLAWNG THROUGH
LIFE FROM THESE HORRNFIC CONDITIONS THAT GEOTHERMAL ENERGY
BROUGHT ONTO US. WITH THE CHANCE TO DEPLOY OLRSELVES TO
THE SPRIT WORLD, WE DO NOT WANT TO THROW AWAY THAT
OPPORTUNITY. THE HIGH AMOUNTS OF CORRLIPTION THAT THE
GOVERNMENT ENGAGES IN WITH THE RICH IS COMPLETE BLALSHT,

AND WE WLL DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO GET OUR HANDS ON

THE SPRIT DIMENSION. SO, ARE YOU WILLING TO HELP US OR NOT?

YOU MAY SPEAK NOW.

HA! ARE YOU IKIDDING ME? THE NEWS HAS BEEN

y . s [l AL OVER TOWN WITH YOLL YOURE MAKING THE [ S
M HOW DD YOU KNOW WHERE | WiS? - 1 TOLD YOU WE
AND SECOND, HOW DO YOU ' HIGTORY DOONSS CONGIRESISITHAT YO 06 THE ' COWLD TRUST

FRST AN TO REACH THE SPRIT WORLD. PLEASE A
?
POSSIBLY KNOW WHO [ AM? i NE 100 = AYE NO . THS GUY!

FOR THE ACCESS?
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UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF WALLACE, THEY HAD BEEN DRVING FOR
ANDREW HAD BEEN IN THE CAR, TWENTY MINUTES WITHOUT
TRYING TO SPEAK AS LITTLE AS POSSIBLE. SAYING A WORD UNTIL

ALL ANDREW COULD SEE waAS WALLACE ASKED A QUESTION.

PITCH BLACK,

A
i
AND T HAVE A Ak | &% N
10-YEAR-OLD DAUGHTER f 1 - MARRIED? NO. [ .
AND A 12-YEAR-OLD Y ¥ 4 PIVORCED. A
. F ’_ : 2 ,v
¢y - - Y 4
. L % 3 p L fn
i ol = -
= T | Ly
: . ) = =

: ; ey 7y HAVING TROUBLE BREATHING
LY IF THE WORLD N IF YOU WERE I, WITH THE MASK, ANDREW
E WAS GOING TO END, Wl DO YOU THINK I WOULD COUGHED DEEPLY AND SAID,
WOULD YOU WANT YOUR . S > WANT MY FAMILY TO
FAMLY SAFE AND d BE SECURE?
SECURE?

THE CAR REMAINED SILENT FOR
ANOTHER MINUTE OF DRIVING.

THIS IS WHY WE GO THROUSH
ALL THE TROUBLE: FOR THE SAKE OF
OUR FAMILIES. WE ALL WANT WHAT IS
BEST FOR OUR FAMLIES, AND WE MAKE I
SACRFICES TO FULFLL THIS NEED. .
UNDERSTAND?T

AN THAT IS WHY T AM
f GOING TO NEED YOU TO
COOPERATE WITH US AS

BEST AS POSSIBLE.

ANDREW'S MIND JUMPSTARTED, AND HE HE OPENED UP THE TAB FOR "MESSAGES" ANDREW, WANTING TO WRITE A DRAMATIZED BEFORE CLOSING THE INTEFRACE,
REALIZED THAT HE COLLD ASK FOR HELP AND CHOSE “KEVIN. MESSAGE FOR HELF, REALIZED HE COULDNT L HE SAW THE TIME WAS 5:46 AM.
BY USING MINDCORD. HE WAMEDIATELY BECAUSE THERE WAS NO SERVICE AVALABLE,

ACCESSED THE WTERFACE. i -

WALLACE REMOVED THE MASK OFF ANDREW
AND SLAPPED HIM IN THE FACE.

WALLACE CONTINUED DRIVING FOR ONE HOUR,
AND ANDREW FELL ASLEEP ON THE WAY DUE TO
NOT GETTING SLEEP FOR 21 HOURS STRAIGHT,

HEY! WAKE UP!
WE GOT BUSINESS
TO DO, MR. RUTANO!

e

PETRIFIED BY THE SLAP, ANDREW AWOKE WITH § INSTEAD OF BEING ENCLOSED I THE DARKNESS, THEY WERE IN A PLAIN DESERT WITH NO
PHLEGM PARTLY STUCK ONTO HIS NOSE AND H ANDREW WAS NOW ABLE TO SEE. HAVING A STRUCTURE A = OTHER BULDINGS OR PEOPLE IN SIGHT.
MOUTH AREA, § OF A CRCUS TENT, THE HIDEOUT WAS ENCIRCLED WITH - : THE HIDEOUT WAS A TORN-DOWN BULDING
TRASH AND BUILDING DEBRIS, ’ N WITH A FADED RED AND WHITE COLOR ON
: THE ROOF. RATS NBBLED ON THE
ALMOST-DECOMPUSED SCRAPS AROUND
THE OUTSIDE OF THE TRASHED BULDING.
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THE ONLY SENSE OF COMMUNICATION
THEY HAD WITH THE OUTSIDE WORLD
WAS A BENT TV ANTENNA STICKING
OUT THE ROOF OF THE BUILDING,

THE RADICALS DREW THEMSELVES CLOSER TO WALLACE
AND STOPPED THER CONVERSATIONS.

ANDREW NOTICED MORE LOADS OF GARBAGE IN THE

INTERICR OF THE BUILDING. THE PUNGENT SMELL OF
ODOR FRLLED THE ENTIRE ROOM. A DISORGANIZED PILE
OF GUNS WAS ENCLOSED BY A PARTIALLY BROKEN
GLASS CASE ON THE INTERICR LEFT CORNER,

AND WHO ARE
YOU EXACTLY?

WE HAVE ALL BEEMN UMDER SCRUTINY FOR TOO LONG,
AND NOW IS THE TIME FOR A CHANGE. A VAST OCEAN
SEPARATES US FROM QUR DEMOLISHING PHYSICAL
WORLD AND THE SPIRIT WORLD. BUT WITH ANDREW TO
GUIDE US, HE CAN CREATE A BRIDGE FOR US TO REACH
THAT GOAL. T HAVE NEVER BEEN THIS EXHILARATED TO
REACH A NEW SENSE OF FREEDOM OUT OF THIS
WRETCHED EARTH.

SMEAK N THE LABS? THERE IS NO CHANCE
THAT THEY COULD EVER PULL THIS OFF. THE
RADICALS TURNED THER HEADS TO WHERE
ANDREW SAT...

Ll
THEY COULDN'T POSSIBLY THINK THAT I KNEW
A WAY TO SNEAK INTO THE LABS, CONSIDERING

THE SPIRIT RADICALS EXITED THE FIVE
RUN-DOWN CARS AND TALKED AMONGST

f . . \ ) WALLACE WAS FIRST TO ENTER THE BUILDING:
el ANDREW FOLLOWED, AND THE REST OF THE MEN
ENTERED AFTER ANDREW.

o

THE FOLLOWING GUN TYPES APPEARED TO ANDREW'S DISCERNMENT:
AK-4TS, UZIS, MAGNLUMS, AND SNIPERS.

A MAN GAVE ANDREW'S BACK A TOUGH SHOVE AS HE MOVED. ANDREW LOOKED BEHIND AND SAW THAT THE FERSON WORE
GLASSES WITH NO LENSES AND HAD SWOLLEN BLEMISHES

IT WAS e/ You ON HES RIGHT ARM.

BETTER SUPPLY US WITH
ACCESS, MAN, OR ELSE
WE AINT GVING YOU
ANY MERCY.

ANDREW, MASSAGING HIS PUNCHED SHOULDER, LOWERED HIS EGO
AND FOUND A SEAT IN THE BACK ROW. ANDREW FELT HE WAS
UNDER SEVERE BONDAGE.

TO ACHIEVE THIS, WE NEED TO SPECIFICALLY M
PLAN OUT HOW ANDREW WILL SNEAK US INTO - .
SPIRIT INTERCOM. THIS IS WHERE 1 OPEN LP a7 _ {42
THE FLOOR TO ANDREW. ; 7 - =

WHAT T WAS THINKING IS THAT YOU GUYS HOOK
ME UP WITH A CAMERA SO THAT YOU GUYS COULD
SCAN THE INTERIOR AND SCOPE THE DIMENSIONS OF [ 7 ’
THE LABS. [F YOU GUYS KNOW THE ARCHITECTURE,
YOU WOULD BE ABLE TO PINPOINT POSSIBLE ' . A

B UNGUARDED ENTRIES INTO THE LABS. NEXT TWME | _ 8 i
I'M INVITED TO THE LABS, YOU GUYS LET ME DO MY :
NORMAL THING THERE SO THAT I CAN EXPLORE AS i

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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WALLACE GOT OFF THE
PODILM AND WALKED

OVER TO ANDREW. v

YOU THINK WE CARE ABOUT
YOUR "REST” yOU AN'T GONG [

NOWHERE UNTIL WE FISURE t

THIS SHIT OUT. NO VISITING e

FAMILY, TAKING BRTHROOM i

BREAKS, SLEEPWG, EATING,

DRINKING, CR EVEN SITTING

FOR YOU LINTIL WE FINISH

THIS!

PLEASE FOLLOW
ME TO MY OFFICE.

S0 WHAT N G0D'S
NAME DO YOu
WANT TO PLANT

THERE. [ INSERTED .9

A TINY WCROSCOPIC 15 AR

CANERA ON YOUR N7 i ra
FOREHEAD,

NOW THAT WE HAVE THE
CAMERA M ME, I FEEL
TS TIME TO CAL T A

DAY, HOW ABOUT YOL?

NOW THAT WE HAVE
THE CAMERA IN ME,
I FEEL IT'S TWME TO

CALL IT A DAY, HOW
ABOUT your?

PON'T THINK THAT YOU'RE
OFF THE HOOK JUST YET. YOU
AND I STRL GOTTA GO OVER
SOME OF THE DETALS.

| ANDREW WAS GLAD THEY CONFIRMED
' THIS ON-THE-SPOT PLAN,

ANDREW MUITTERED GUIET CLRSES,
WANTING TO LEAVE THIS HELLHOLE
AS GUICKLY AS POSSBLE. ALL HE
WANTED WAS THE SWEET COMFORT

OF SLEEFING IN HIS WARM BED,

TOMNARDS THE LEFT CORNER OF THE BLILDWMG
WS A SAVLL ROOM WITH A DOOR THAT READ
"LEAD RADICAL.” WALLACE OPENED THE DOOR,
AND ANDREW FOLLOWED HIM AFTER.

0 -‘.'u

M THE MEN DISAPPEARED OUT OF THEIR CHAIRS .
AND TRAVELLED CUTSIVE THE BLILDWNG. L

I THINK IT WOLLD BE BETTER
IF WE GO OVER THE TERMS THE
NEXT DAY. I NEED TO GET BAZK

TO MY APARTMENT AND GET SOME
REST, YOU'D UNPERSTAND,

. | L !

ANDREW WANTED TO PUNCH
WALLAZCE IN THE NOSE, BUT HE
HEEW TO HAP TO REMAIN
HEED BB 3. THERE WAS NO
OTHER WAY.

THE ROOM ONLY HAD ONE LIGHT SOURCE: A FLICKERING SMALL LIGHT

BULB HANGING FROM THE CELING. A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE FRONT VIEW SPRIT
INTERCOM BUILDING WAS DISPLAVED ON TOP OF A WALL BEMIND 85 DESK.
WALLACE GAT ON HIS WAMENSELY-TORN LEATHER CHAR AS ANDREW SAT ON

AN LNCOMFORTABLE METALLIC CHAIR.

NO. YOU'RE THE INGANE ONE. THS
I £eVcE IS NOT A PEN. THE DEVICE |
B caLLeD A CAMERA FLRIISHER, AND IT
N TSELF AND CAN BE PLACED WITH
[ EXERTED FORCE,

WILL TS THING BE ABLE TO COME
OFF? I CAN'T EVEN FEEL THE CAMERA
WITH MY FINGER, BUT [ STILL FEEL

[l LIKE IT'S A SPLINTER POKING DEEP

| INTO My BODY.

SHUT UP. NOW THAT THE HARD PART OF
THE PLANNING IS DOME, IT'S TWME WE 60

OVER HOW YOU ARE GONG TO PHrSICALLY
PERFORM THIS FLAN.

IT'S NOT ALL THAT SIMWFLE. WHAT YOU NEED ARE THEIR TRUST AND RESPECT, .

DON'T EVEN THINK ABOLIT
TAKING THAT OFF, IT'S
CONNECTED TIGHTLY TO
YOUR: SHN, AND TS MEANT
10 BE SMALIT TO THAT THE
LAB RESEARCHERS WON'T
BE ABLE TO SPOT
m

WHAT DO YOU MEAN? ALL I GOTTA PO
15 JUIST WORK THERE NORMALLY AND

BXPLORE MORE OF THE BUILDWG.
THERE"S NOTHMNG MCRE THAT NEEDS
TO BE BE SaD.

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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JUST BECAUSE I USED THE THAT DOESN'T PERMIT YOU TO BE ON | WHY DO [ NEED THEIR SO THAT YOU CAN OBTAIN SECURITY PASSES

CONTRIVANCE WITHOUT SUPERVISION... AUTOPILOT AND DO WHATEVER YOU DESRE. TRUST IN THE FIRST PLACE? AND RIGHTS FOR INACCESSIBLE ROOMS. WE

BUT THAT DOESNT MEAN THAT T YOU GOTTA BE DISCFUMNED. YOU HIWE TO ; WANT AS MANY RESOURCES POSSIBLE THAT
HAE THEIR TRUST. I'M STLL THE SON OF ACT PASSIONATE AND PRETEND THAT YOU . . WE CAN USE TO OUR ADVANTAGE.
THE CREATOR, THE ROBERT RUTAND, DEEPLY CARE FOR THE LABS. THEN YOU

WILL BARM THEIR TRUST,

I DOUBT THAT THEY WOULD BE THIS IS A LIST OF EVERY SECURITY GUARD AND LAB 1 GOT A GUY HAS BEEN ON THE STAFF
WILLING TO GIVE ME ANY SECLRITY RESEARCHER WHO WORMS AT SPSIT INTERCOM. 1 ; ; t

(T FOR A LONG . HIS: NAMIE K, y

ACCESS, AFTER ALL, IT"S NOT LIKE NEXT TO' EACH NAME IS THEIR SECURITY ID NUMBER. = 15 RICK, AND HE ;

A S0 A 5 A SECURITY GUARD THERE. YOU My * .
SICUETTY SOURD OR A LAB 3 \

HAVE MET HIM. ¥ g
RESEARCHER. i Fy

THIS IS THE CHEF, KURT STRAWLIN. 4 I sS4 YOUR BEST BET 5D
J F YOU CAN SOMENOW EVEN GET IN - - TO USE RICK AS A REFERRAL, A
4 . J 1TOUCH WITH HiM THATD BE Lo REFERTAL THAT CAN SECOND-
i IMPRESSIVE. BUT L DOUBT [T. : r HANDEDLY CONTACT THE CHE-
e ‘- 3 GOING TO THE CHIEF HEAD-

BECAUSE HE'S NOT THE
HEAD SECURITY CHEF.

\
| ! - — - r - ON IS TOO ABRUPT AND WL
" = Nt i LIKELY GET NOTHING DOME,

WITH THIS LIST YOU WILL BE ABLE TO i SAYING HELLO TO EACH OF THE GUARDS WILL
LEARN THE NAMES OF EVERY GUARD ) ESTABLISH A CLOSER BOND WITH YOU AND
SINCE EACH OF THEM HAS A— j < SPIRIT INTERCOM. MY MATE, RICK, MAY BE
SECURITY 1D BADGE ON THEM AT ALL ) A Bl 5. O LR YOU OUT WITH ANY SECURITY
TIMES, TAKE THIS BOOK WITH YOUEN = | . GQUESTIONS OR REQUESTS THAT YOU HAVE.
YOU'RE THERE.

WOULD YOU SAY THAT i WHEN YOU'RE AT THE LABS,
WERE ABOUT DONE NOWT MAKE SURE TO DELVER THIS

PACKAGE TO RICK.
JUST GIVE IT TO HIML

HELL KNOW WHAT TO DO
WITH IT. JUST S& IM's
FROM WALLACE,

THERE'S ONLY
ONE MORE THING WE
NEED TO GO OVER.

I DON'T EVEN KNOW RICK TOLD ME THAT HE USUALLY
WHAT RICK LOOKS LIKE. PATROLS THE SOUTHEASTERN PART { 3 ) WHAT'S IN THE BOX?
OF THE BULDING NEAR ROOM 28
J0R SOMETHING, WHEN YOU GET
THE CHANCE, JUST SCOUT THAT
AREA AND GNE IT TO H.
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SHUT UP FOR THE HUNDREDTH
TIME. GMVE IT TO HIM. IT'S AN
ORDER. FOLLOW IT.

NOW GET OUTTR MY SIGHT!

CLOSE THE DOOR ON YOUR
WaAY OUT,

YOU BETTER DO WHAT MY FATHER
ORDERED ¥OU TO DO, OR ELSE THIS
KNIFE IS EATING YOUR PHARYN

: P / HE RELEASED THE KNIFE AWAY FROM ANDREW
‘. Te ¥ = AND PUSHED HIM OUT OF THE BUILDING LINTIL
3 ANDREW FELL ON THE OUTSIDE DESERT FLOOR.

GEMUMELY SCARED OF JIMMY, ANDREW SCOUTED
FOR HIS CAR BUT REALIZED HE DIDNT HSVE HIS WEYS.

HERE'S YOUR KEYS. BETTER
FOLLOW THROUGH WITH YOUR
SHIT OR ELSE—

SMASHING THE TOUCH RECOGHNITION
WITH HIS FINGER, HE PROMPTED THE
CAR DOOR OPEN.

HE THREW THE BONX AND
COMPOSITION BOOK TO' THE

BACKSEAT AND SAT IN THE
FRONT.

ANDREW SCRAMBLED FOR HIS KEYS AND
SPRINTED TO HIS CAR.

JMMY HAD A DALNTING STARE ON ANDREW
THE ENTIRE TIME. TOO AFRAID TO LOOK
INTO THE EYES OF THIS KLLER, ANDREW,
GRABEBING THE STEERING WHEEL, DROVE OFF
WITH HIS CAR WHEELS SCREECHING FROM

A IBO-DEGREE TURN.

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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LOOWING BACK AT THE SECLUDED HIDEOUT, ANDREW
JUST OROVE. "DRIVE STRAIGHT," HE TOLD HIMSELF
UNTIL HE TOLD THE SPORKSTERBEALE, “"DRNVE TO
MY APRRTMENT NOW.™

[—

ANDREW FINALLY RELAXED AND HIS TENSION SHRIVELED.
ANDREW CLOSED 125 EYES AND FELL ASLEEP ON THE
WY TO HIS APRRTMENT,

ANDREW GRADUALLY OPENED HIS EYELIDS. CHECKING THE
MINDCORD TIME, HE SAW [T WAS 8:03 AM. IT WAS STILL
A WEDNESDAY. HE WAS FINALLY HOME.

THE CAR ENGULFED THE STEERING WHEEL AND GAS
PEDAL AND TOOK OVER CONTROL.

AFTER DRMING FOR ABOUT THREE HOURS, THE CAR
STOPPED ON THE STREET OF ANDREW'S APRRTMENT,

HE OPENED THE GARAGE DOOR FOR THE SPORKSTERBEALE

TO PARK IN, KEVIN'G SILVER TY ZOOR CAR WAS PARKED N

THE GARAGE. LEAVING THE HANDHELD BOX THAT WAS IN

THE BACKSEAT, ANDREW ESCAPED OUT OF THE SPORKETERBEALE,
RAN TO HIS BEDROOM, AND FLUNG HIS BOOY INTO HIS BED.

i
| 4 THE SPORKSTERBEALE HONWED ITSELF AND SAID:

THE SPORKSTERBEALE VOICE STATED:

"GOTCHA. LOCATION IS MARWED.
LONGITUDE AND LATITUDE HAWVE
BEEN COCRDINATED. | WL ENGAGE

IN SELF-DRVING MCOE AND DRIVE
TO YOUR APMRTMENT NOW."

R i o e - — = - [

BEFORE CLOSING HIS EVES, HE SAW KEVIN ENTER HIS ROOM
WITH A TROUBLED LOCK ON HIS FACE.

KEVIN DERRTED FROM HS ROOM,
AND ANCOEW RECENED SOME
WELL-DESERVED SLEEP.

ANCREW HAD SLEPT FOR A SCLID
8 HOURS. ANDREW'S INSTINCT EVERY
TWE HE WOKE LP WAS TO CHECK
THE LATEST NEWS ON MINDCORD;
SO HE DID JUST THAT, HE SAW THEE
TIWE WAS 4:11 PM.

— — s - =

HE OFENED THE MESSAGE AND IT READ THE FOLLOWING:

Il Robert Rutano ¥

| realized it was absolut
dismiss you out

sit the lat

of the labs. All y

was |

| iimAaretand hainn that | am 3 usrv FiEFlade

CHECKING THE DALY BULLETIN OF MINDCORD NEWS,
HE SAW AN ARTICLE THAT STATED “EUROPE HAS SPLIT
INTO TWO CONTINENTS FROWA A MASSIVE EARTHOUAKE."

EUROPE HAS SPLIT ¥
INTO TWO CONTINENTS
FROM A MASSIVE

EARTHQUAKE

| 2
|

Robert Rutano >

! | want you to come back as soon as you can

| sothat you can help me once again. | invite

you o JOIN Us on a one

pk-long endeavour

in the Spirit World w

e ———————————— ———

ANOTHER ARTICLE STATED, "AFRICAN MIHABITANTS
COMPLETELY WIPED OUT FROM SEVERE AIR POLLUTION
AND SMOWE." ANCREW WAS ALARMED BY THESE
CATASTROPHIC EVENTS.

T
RL N

AFRICAN INHABITANTS
COMPLETELY WIPED OUT
FROM SEVERE AIR

POLLUTION AND SMOKE

. S———

—

i

HE SELECTED HIS MESSAGE TAB
AND SHN A NESOAGE LABELED
FROM ROBERT RUTAND. ANDREW'S
MIND GREW BEWILDERED.

Minsages

(*) Robert Rutano

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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RL N
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—
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Minsages

(*) Robert Rutano

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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ANDREW WAS PERPLEXED BY THIS MESGAGE.
HE DIDN'T KNOW HOW TO FEEL ABOUT THIS.

IN THE LIVING ROOW, ANDREW LOOKED FOR
KEVIN. KEVIN SAT ON THE COUCH WATCHING A
NEWS CHANNEL MNAMED MCN (MANHATTAN CITY

BREAKING NEWS

Y

FINALLY. TS

WELL THEM, THAT'S A
LOT TO TACE N,

WHY DD IT TAKE
YOU 20 HOURS?

ANDREW FELT ADMIRED, HE FELT NEEDED. KEVIN BARGED INTO HIS ROOM. HE

HE FELT LOVED. HE FELT A DESIRE TO INTERRUPTED ANDREW'S TRAIN OF THOUGHT.
t Rutano . COME BACK. HE HAD TO. IF NOT, THEN

SPIRIT RADICALS WOULD ANNMELATE HIM.

ANDREW'S TRAIN OF THOUGHT RESUMED. IT WOULD BE TWE TO RETURN
HE WOULD GO TO SPIRIT INTERCOM RIGHT TO HIS FATHER.

ALY —RIGHT AFTER HE EXPLAINS EVERYTHING

TO HIS AGGRAVATING ROOMMATE,

I —— - - - - - S — S — S E— —— -
l -
L] L] 'm ’1’
i i 4
|
. 1 ; B
] .
i 5
| SNAP |
! ) :
|
ON THAT NOTE, | ACTUALLLY
WON'T BE HERE FOR A WEEX
BECALISE '™ LEAVING FOR
ANOTHER ASSIGNMENT WITH
SPIRIT INTERCOM. AND | NEED 45
¥

YOU TO MAYBE WATCH OVER

MY KIDS FOR ME THS WEEKEND
BECAUSE THEYRE VISITNG AT
THAT TWE, SORSY ABOUT THAT,

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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[ DON'T kNOW, MAYBE M5
THE FACT THAT YOU WERE GONE
FOR 21 HOURS STRAGHT, OR MAaBE
TS THE FACT THAT YOU HMWENT
EXFLAINED SHIT TO ME.

DO YOU EVEN KNOW WHAT YOU'RE \ ! WHAT DO YOU MEANT | DONT DO ALL THS JUST
GETTING YOURSELF INTO IN SPIRIT ALREADY TOLD YOU. SPEIT FOR YOUR PATHER. START
INTERCOM? o INTERCOM IS FINE. MY FATHER LMING FOR YOURSELF,

: . OWNS THE PLACE FOR GOO'S ANDREW! WHO GNVES A SHIT

THAT PLACE 1S NOT NORMAL. DD e SAKE. J ABOUT YOUR DADE WHAT
YOU KMNOW THEY ONLY ALLOW THE 7 YOU SHOULD CARE ABOUT
PRE-REGISTERED TO 607 DO YOU . ] ’ IS YOUR SAFETY.

MNOW HOW MANY PECPLE WIINT TO
HANE ACCESS TO SPSIT INTERCOM?
TS ASTRONOMICAL. THE WORLD IS
N TLRMCEL. YOU SaV IT ON THE
NEWS. AND YOU DONT SUSPECT THAT
ANITHING BAD COULD HEPPEN THERE?
F I WERE YOUL 1 WOULD RETHING MY
ENTRE APFROACH TO ALL THS SHIT
YOUVE BEEN THROUGH SO FAR

[ KNOW THE WORLD

IS GOING THROUGH
TRAUMA, 1 ACCEPT THaL
HOWEVER. | HAE TO GME
THIS PLACE A CHANCE
IT'S WHAT MY FATHER
WOULD WIANT,

THIS SUCKS, JUST
STAY SAFE. THAT'S
ALL | CAN Sax.

LEFT 5 APARTMENT. NOT IN A RUSH THS TIWE,
ARCREW DIDNT WANT HIS CAR TD GO ON AN
EXPERWENTAL ROUTE. HE LET THE CaR DO ITS THING.

— - - - PR — — - PR—— S —— - - B S — S - - I - - ——
T L3
HIS CAR MADE IT TO THE BAD PART OF TOWN, WHICH AS THEY PASSED CITY HALL, ANDREW THOUGHT,
WAS SUPPOSEDLY THE MAOORITY OF THE TOWN. KIS LET'S SEE WHAT THE NEW DALY COMMOTION 15
CAR CONTINVED DRVING THROUGH THE TROUBLED GOMNG ON AT CITY HALL. ANDREW LOOKED OUT THE
STREETS. T : WRDOW AND SAW COITY HALL WAS COMPLETELY
RAMGED, THE BULDING HAD BEEN BURMT DOWN, : . ; &
AND DISLODGED GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL BODES
LAD LFELESSLY IN THE DEBRS. ANDREW FELT HS
EYES WERE DECEMNG HIM. HE WAS HORRIFED BY
TIeS SME.
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NIRVANA 74 IS THE CLOSEST PLANET SIMILAR THEY WALKED PAST THE HALLWAYS AND L] it
TO OURS IN THE LINIVERSE. OLR NELIRAL
. _ WERE ALMOST IN THE BLACK Roow. 8 e
SENSORS CAN ONLY RECOGNIZE THE e
GRAVITETIONAL FORCES AND DIMENSIONS & ' g o
OF THE PLANET. . .
" = - 4 ]
il 1 N i
i
1
YOUR GOUL IS TO TISCOVER ALL THE BIOMES AND .
| THE PHYSICAL NATURE THAT TAKES PLACE N THIS .
I owEssioN. H
- 3
WE WANT YOU TO FIND WHICH AREA WOLLD H %
SEEM MOST HABTABLE FOR OUR GLESTS. ! ~
1 MAY HAVE CHANGED LIP WHO YOU ARE THE DOOR OPENED LIP.. <
PARTNERED WITH. YOU MAY KNOW HER. . = -
/ -
THE STAFF SAID THAT YOU SEEMED s
TO HAVE A GOCD RELATIONSHP tal
S B WITH HER. b
ey
A 4 f
i s
Vi ol
= Ay
F i ,|';lr f
A
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7 ”
& e
- - -
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A FEW SOBS LATER, SHE LIFTED A TEAR FELL IN THE RIVER.

HER HEAD BACK UP AND SAW ATTRACTED TO THE TEARY
ANDREW STILL LYING STAGNANTLY SALTINESS, THE TADPOLE

IN THE RIVER. CREATLIRES EMERGED.

IT WAS UNEXPLAINABLE!
FIRST, THAT CREATURE
ATTACKED YOU!

THEN THE BEE BEAST
STUNG IT BEFORE IT
COULD GET ME!

MY FATHER DD TELL ME
THAT YOU CAN'T DIE IN THIS
PIMENSION, BUT I'M NOT
SURE WHY | DIDN'T WAKE UP
IN THE PHYSICAL WORLD.

HE FELT THE FUR OF THE
CHEETAH WITH HIS FINGERTIPS:

T'M HUNGRY AT THIS VERY INSTANT.
CuR DESIRE TO EAT COMES FROM
THE HYPOTHALAMLIS REGION OF

OUR BRAIN. THE CODED NELRONS
WE ARE CURRENTLY EXPERIENCING

" THAT'S KINDA DEEP.

* WELL, IF YOU SAY WE
SHOULD EAT [T, THEN
CUT IT UP | WILL.

ARENT BLOCKING THE NEURONS
THAT ENTER THE HYPOTHALAMLIS.

SPIRHHINFERCOM 41 CHardrrANOMALY



FIRST OF ALL, YOU GOT CUT IN YOUR

IT WAS
UNEXPLAINABLE. |

COULDN'T BELIEVE
WHAT HAD
HAPPENED.

STOMACH GRUESOMELY BY THAT CREATURE

BEAST THINGY!

THEN THE BEE BEAST STUNG
THE CREATURE IN THE HEAR
BEFORE IT ATTACKED ME!

R———-T,

CREATURES SAVED YOUR
LIFE! LITERALLY! | COULDN'T
BELIEVE IT! THIS ALL
HAPPENED SO FAST, AND |
WORRED SO MUCH FOR YOU!

| PON'T RECALL
ANYTHING AFTER | TOLD
YOU TO RUN. BUT FOR
ONE THING, THERE WAS
NO WAY THAT | WAS
DEAD.

HOWEVER, ANDREW DID WORRY
ABOUT EVERY DETAIL. ANDREW
EXTENDED HI5 BODY TO WHERE
THE BLUE CHEETAH'S BODY LAY.

MOUTH OPEN WITH A SMALL
PUDDLE EVERY DROOKL, THE CHEETAH B
HAD ITS EYES OPEN.

HE FELT THE FUR OF THE
CHEETAH WITH HIS FINGERTIFS:
FRIZZY,

HE GRABBED THE CHEETAH'S
FAW AND WAS IN THE MOTION
OF CUTTING UP THE BEAST'S

STOMACH WITH ITS PAW.

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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CORRECT, ITS
ANATOMY DOES
NOT DECEVE.

!
*
\
- L e .2

Lo B
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i \
ACBN
» ’
Y
K s,
- . “
R
- . .
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LOOK AT THIS TUBE.
IT'S THICK AND FILLED
WITH SAP AND NUTRIENTS.
THIS IS PROBABLY THE
MOST NUTRITIOUS PART
OF ITS BODY.

SPIRIT INTERCOM

43

CH. 4 - ANOMALY




SHE PLUNGED HER HANDS DEEF INTO THE CREATURE. AT THES POINT,
HER ARMS WERE COMPLETELY COVERED WITH STICKY SAP.

SUDDENLY, HARRIET FELT
THREE SMALL BEADS WITH
HER RIGHT PALM.

-~ T
ENCLOSING HER HAND, SHE

PULLED HER HAND OUT OF THE
MANGLED CREATURE'S INSIDES,

WHEN ALL THESE
CREATURES DIE, THEY
REPOPULATE THER SPECIES
BY LEAVING THEIR INTERNAL
SEEDS TO GROW IN THE
SOIL, WHICH ALSO MEANS
THAT THESE CREATURES
GROW ON TREES!
JUST LIKE FRUIT!
THIS |5 REMARKABLE!

STRANGELY, YES! THE

WHOLE ECOSYSTEM 5

ALL BASED ON PLANT
GROWTH AND'

THERE IS JUST NO WAY THAT
THER REPRODUCTIVE GLANDS
ARE SEX-BASED, CONSIDERING
THAT SEX-BASED REPRODUCTION
ONLY DEVIATES FROM EARTH.

FEELING THAT SHE 0T EVERYTHING
OUT THAT SHE NEEDED TO SAY,
HARRIET LOOKED AT THE SKY

AND SO DID ANDREW.

COMPLETELY UNAWARE OF THE TIME,
THEY ONLY KNEW IT WAS FURE NIGHTFALL.

TS GETTING
PRETTY CHILLY.

e -

SOUNDS 6000 TN by
10 ME.

\
Fa)
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ALL ANDREW NEEDED
WAS A SPARK TO START
THE FIRE. OWHING SOME
FNOWLEDSE ON HOW TO

START A FIRE FROM

THIRD-GRADE BOY SCOUTS,

ANCREW FOUND TWO

DRY WOODEN STICKS.

WHAT THE HELL SHOULD
WE DO? WE'RE TIRED, COLD,
HUNGRY, AND HAVE NOWHERE

TO SLEEP WITH A DEAD

CHEETAH BY OUR FEET!

THAT'S WHAT'S MAXING US
COLD IN THE AIRST PLACE! WE
NEED TO FIND' A SOLUTION NOW.

HOW MUCH LONGER IN THIS
DIVMENSION ANYWAYT | ADORE

THE BEALTY AND ALL, BUT
NOT THE SURVMING ASPECT!

I WANT REAL FOOD!
I'M A CARMVORE, THIS
PLACE IS LIKE VEGETARIAN-
HELL LAND. ] WANNA GET
OUTTA THIS PLACE. HEY
FATHER, IF YOU'RE
WATCHING ME, PLEASE
SEND ME BACK TO THE
PHYSICAL WORLD. |
WANT ouT!

AFTER A FEW MINUTES
OF FALLRE, SIMLAR
TO ANDREW'S, SHE
THREW THE TWAGS
10 THE AOOR

ENOUGH WITH THE
SCIENCE! WHY WOULDN'T
THEY BE ABLE TO FLAMET
JUST TRY HARDER AND PUT

IN MORE EFFORT INTO
THE TWIGS.

ANCREW'S EYEBROWS DFFED
AND HIS FACE GRIMACED. HE FELT
AN UNIMASINABLE SEVERITY OF
FRUSTRATION. ANDREW WAS
DONE WITH YELLS AND COMMANDS.
HE KNEW THAT THEY WOULDN'T
GO ANYWHERE.

WHAT DO YOU MEANT
I'™M TRYING TO BE AS
HELFFLL AS FOSSIBLE
THE ATMOSPHERE POSSIBLY
HAS TOO LOW OF AN
OXYGEN PERCENTAGE
TO START THE FRE.

(THE ATMOSPHERE HERE

ONLY HAD 16% OXYGEN,

WHEREAS [T TOOK 21%
TO START A FIRE)

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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SHE TRIED RUNNING
TO THE BEE, BUT
SHE WAS TOO LATE.

SORRY, BUT | HAVE
TO START LMING
FOR MYSELF.

HE HEAVED THE BEE'S
ANTENNAS TOWARDS
HIS BODY, AND THE BEE
FLEW OFF, LEAVING
HARRIET STRANDED.

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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AFTER GLIDING FOR A FEW MORE MOMENTS,
ANDREW FELL ASLEEP, AND SOON ENOUGH,
HIS BOOY FELL ASLEEP.

UNCONSCICUS WHILE FALLING HUNDREDS OF FEET,
ANDREW COLLICED WITH SHARP-EDGED BRANCHES
OF THE TALL TREES, SOMEWHAT SLOWING DOWN
HES FALL

RELEASING TUMULTUOUS SHRIEKS, HIS VOCAL
CORDS GAVE OUT. THE FALL FELT NEVER-
ENDING, COLLISION AFTER COLLISION,

MOURN AFTER MOURN.

NSIDE OF A DIMENSION WHERE NELRAL FEELINGS
WERE EXAGGERATED, ANDREW HAD NEVER GONE
THROUGH THIS MUCH PAIN. AFTER WHAT SEEMED
TO BE A NONSTOP HELL-TROP, HE MADE A HARD
POUNDING ONTO THE MUD FLDOR.

HE FELT THIS WAS WORSE THaN
CEATH, THE PN WAS EXCRUCIATING
AND UNBEARABLE. HE COULDNT
GET UP. BONES AND MUSCLES
THROBBED TURBLLENTLY.

THS PAN WAS INDESCRIBABLE. NO OTHER
HUMAN O EARTH IN EVERY LFE HAD
FELT THE PN ANDREW WAS GOMNG.

TEARS OVERFILLED HIS EYELIDS, AND HE

COULDN'T SEE ANYTHING BUT THE BLURRY
RED ALL OVER HIS BODY WITH TEARS.
MDANG WITH HIS BLOCD,

THROUGH. HE WAILED AND WAILED,
VWNTING SOMEONE TO PUT HM QUT
OF HIS MESERY.

KNOOED OUT FOR THE REST
OF THE NIGHT, ANDREW FINALLY
MAVORE TO THE SOURCE OF
LGHT ARISING.

ANDREW STRUGGLED TO MOVE,
HIS BOOY ACHED, BUT HIS
MRD STAYED ALERT.

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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WE COLLECTED GREAT DATA
FROM YOUR ENDEAVOUR. WE DICTATED
THAT NIRVANA 74 IS, INPEED, HABITABLE
FOR OUR GUESTS.

MOVING FORWARD, WE WILL ALWAYS
RECOGNIZE THE HARD AND DEDICATED
WORK THAT YOU HAVE HELPED LS WITH.

WE WILL ALWAYS RECOGNIZE HARRIET

FOR HER WORK LIKEWISE.

NURTURED
MEATBALLS?
WHAT ARE THOSE?

YOU'LL UNDERSTAND
WHAT THAT MEANS ONCE |
YOU ARE GIVEN YOUR MEAL. ['

SO | SUGGEST THAT YOU
TWO TEMPORARILY TAKE
A BREAK FROM THIS ROOM
AND HEAD ON OVER TO
THE CAFETERIA.

MOST DEFINITELY, ANDREW AND
HARRIET HAVE DONE A SPECTACULAR
JOB HERE.

ANDREW FELT MARCO SAID NOTHING
WITH THAT STATEMENT. THERE WAS
NO ORUGINALITY.

ANDREW STARED AT THE WHITE

| APPRECIATE YOU TAKING THE TIME
TO EXFLORE THIE WORLD OF MINE.
| KNOW THAT IT WAS NOT EASY, AND

| WANTED TO THANK YOU PERSONALLY
ONE-ON-ONE.

I LOVE YOU, SON, AND I'M
SORRY [F SOME OF My DECISIONS
UPSET YOU. JUST KNOW THAT
IN THE LONG RUN, THEY'LL
BENEFIT YOU.

ANDREW WAS ALONE
IN THE BLACK ROOM.

{ DOOR
LEVITATING,
-
" EXITED THE
ROOM.
\

s

—

M HIS MIND CLOUDED WITH |}
MORE AND MORE STRESS. |iH

- [ .= —_
! - = 1 * WHY WASN'T MY
o : R4 | FATHER MAD?
. + WHY WAS EVERYONE
3 | GRINNING SO EERILY?
i « IS MY FATHER
HAVING PAST KNOWLEDGE | - HIDING SOMETHING?
OF WHERE THE CAFETERIA § .1 3
WAS LOCATED, HE WALKED : 1
a1 TU AT (HIDY = * OIDING TALKING WAS

- FEEL FREE TO ENJOY
YOUR FEAST. I'LL BE OUT
OF YOUR HAIR FOR NOW.

| KNOW, | KNOW.,
THANKS FOR

TRUSTING ME IN

THIS

PROCESS.

WE'LL GET YOU &UYS SITUATED
BACK AGAIN. I'M SURE YOU BOTH ARE
TIRED OF THE SAME IV SERUM YOU'VE
BEEN SUPPLIED WITH THE PAST WEEK.

WE ARE SERVING PARMESAN
PASTA WITH NURTURED MEATBALLS.
PUMMELED CASSEROLES AND
STEAMED CARROTS ARE SERVED
ON THE SIDE.

! 3 AND SO ARE
SECURITY GUARDS.

.-.' Y -
X wd -
[} ¥
\ :
A o IF | COULD HAVE A MINUTE
) , BEFORE YOU HEADED OFF,
v I'D REALLY APPRECIATE IT.
//. I
1
g
ANDREW LOOKED AT HIS TAUT
LOWER EYELID AND AGREED.

HERE'S YOUR COMPOSITION '
BOOK. START KISSING THOSE A
GUARDS ASSES, TIME IS TICKING. -

HE SAW HARRIET WAITING IN LINE = -
LIKE THE LAST TIME HE MET HER. e

HALF THE STUFF HE WENT
THROUGH IN THE SPRIT

WORLD WOULDN'T BE

3 TOLERATED WHATSOEVER
\ IN SPIRIT INTERCOM.

HE BEGAN THINKING MORE:

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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THE ROBOT SAID, “PLEASE SPECIFY THE
NUMERIC VALUE OF YOUR DESIGNATED
ENTREE AND ASSORTED—"

PLEASE SPECIFY THE
NUMERIC VALUE OF YOUR
DESIGNATED ENTREE AND

ANDREW WASN'T THIS TIME. HE ONLY
NOTICED THE FLUKES IN THEIR
ROBOTICAL MECHANISMS.

- ™

N\
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ANDREW, 1 GOT THE HONOR
OF GETTING TO YOU ON THE
ENDEAVOUR, AND WHAT I'VE
SEEN IS THAT YOU'RE A PRETTY
TENSE GUY. SO IF I WERE YOU,
I WOULD BE LESS PARANOID
ABOUT THIS WHOLE SITUATION
THAT YOU THINK YOU'RE IN.

5 Il FED UP WITH HIS HYPER CARRYING HER TRAY, SHE DEPARTED FROM
i REJECTIONS, SHE SAID, THE TABLE AND SAT AT A DIFFERENT TABLE =
. - IN THE OPPOSITE CORNER OF THE CAFETERIA. e i
A - oD oy AC0OM
ANDREW, YOU'RE P = o . é 7 je
SO FULL OF YOURSELF. 7 o> e - ¢
YOU NEED TO RETHINK THE B . * g S
GRAND SCHEME OF : IRl il 7
EVERYTHING, 1
3 >
4 = ,
- i‘ =
‘ b » -
3 i

ANDREW MUFFLED HIS SWEARS. HE WAS ANGERED

BY HARRIET YET AGAIN. PUTTING HIS ENERGY ON

FROM HIS TRAY.

FINISHING HIS FOOD, HE CLEANSED ALL THE CRUMBS

- -~ -~ .
4 - . 4
oy L
" 2 ~-
- S .”“\ ‘,J “‘\
3 ©

ANDREW DEFINITIVELY
STATED, “NO.”

HE PUSHED THE TRAY
FIRMLY TO THE CHEF
BOT'S ARMS.

TENSION WAS BUILDING
INSIDE OF HIM. EYEING
HARRIET ON HIS Wy OUT,
HE SHOVED THE CAFETERIA
DOOR OPEN, j

3

MESSAGES FROM MIXWELL, AND ONE
| MESSAGE FROM KEVIN
MESSAGES
; Lisa

o £ Mo =
/ > Messages

Maxwely
2 Messages

Kevin
! -'degsdg "

CHECKING HIS NOTIFICATIONS, HE SAW
FIVE MESSAGES FROM LISA, TWO

THE FIVE MESSAGES FROM LISA COHESIVELY
EXPRESSED ONE LONG MESSAGE. MESSAGES
ATTACHED, LISA WROTE,

- Lisa D
&

Dad, are you there?
Hello, Dad?

I miss you.

Why aren’t you
responding?

I hope you
come back.

HATCHING OPEN MAXWELL'S MESSAGES, ANDREW READ.

Maxwell

What's taking you so long?
I thought we would review
robotics this weekend.
Where are you even?

Kevin said that he didn't
know what you were doing.

I miss you. Please come back.

LASTLY, ANDREW OPENED KEVIN'S MESSAGES. KEVIN WROTE,

You're kids have been a handful,
but I've been managing.

The media's perspective on the
world ending approaches closer
each day after the other.

Things have been chaotic.

The President announced recently
that we've reached anarchism and
that there's no undoing it. Stay
safe out there. Considering Spirit
Intercom is a governmental chain,
I'd be alert for anything. Come
back soon.

HE HAD TO RESTRAIN ANY DISTRACTIONS. HIS MAIN GOAL
WAS TO KEEP EVERY SCENARIO GIVEN TO HIM UNDER

CONTROL. THE ONLY PROBLEM WAS HE DIDN'T KNOW
WHERE TO GO FROM HERE.

HE TEMPORARILY TICKED OFF HARRIET, AND HE
HAD NO CLUE WHERE HIS FAMILY RELATIVES WERE.

- -
WOULD IT BE SAFE ')
TO LEAVE THE LABS? X I

AN IMMOBILE RESEARCHER SPOKE '
WITH ANCTHER RESEARCHER IN AN
INTERSECTION OF HALLWIYS, AS HE
REACHED THE INTERSECTION, HE

AS THESE QUESTIONS PERMEATED, HE STROLLED
DOWN WHICHEVER HALLWAY HE WAS IN.

WHAT KEVIN WROTE WAS TRUE, AND IT wWAS

COMING FAST. INITIATIVES WERE TAKING PLACE
TO THIS SOCIETAL ANARCHISM. UNDERLYING
MOTIVES WERE TRANSPRING EVERY DAY,

REACH OUT TO THE SECURITY GUARDS BY
THEIR NAMES.

RESEARCHER B SAID,

e

W OID YOU HEAR WHAT'S ;
GOING ON TOMORROW? _
L -

INGESTED SOME OF THE INFORMATION LAB RESEARCHER B SAD. BN
THEY SPOKE ABOUT. HE WALKED - m-_ g
SLOWLY ON PURPOSE. 1 0%

BRI <escacrier A sao. |

IT'S RUMORED THAT THE
ATTORNEY GENERAL IS
STOPPING BY.

REALLY? NO WayT

: : ¥ BY THIS POINT, ANDREW WAS TOO ASTRAY O
AW UNDERSTAND ANY MORE OF THEIR CONVERSATION.
MAYBE NOW WOULD BE A GOOD TIME TO AR E S . "

SPIRIT INTERCOM

10)

CH. 5- CAFETERIA 7



ANDREW, 1 GOT THE HONOR
OF GETTING TO YOU ON THE
ENDEAVOUR, AND WHAT I'VE
SEEN IS THAT YOU'RE A PRETTY
TENSE GUY. SO IF I WERE YOU,
I WOULD BE LESS PARANOID
ABOUT THIS WHOLE SITUATION
THAT YOU THINK YOU'RE IN.

5 Il FED UP WITH HIS HYPER CARRYING HER TRAY, SHE DEPARTED FROM
i REJECTIONS, SHE SAID, THE TABLE AND SAT AT A DIFFERENT TABLE =
. - IN THE OPPOSITE CORNER OF THE CAFETERIA. e i
A - oD oy AC0OM
ANDREW, YOU'RE P = o . é 7 je
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YOU NEED TO RETHINK THE B . * g S
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ANDREW MUFFLED HIS SWEARS. HE WAS ANGERED

BY HARRIET YET AGAIN. PUTTING HIS ENERGY ON

FROM HIS TRAY.

FINISHING HIS FOOD, HE CLEANSED ALL THE CRUMBS

- -~ -~ .
4 - . 4
oy L
" 2 ~-
- S .”“\ ‘,J “‘\
3 ©

ANDREW DEFINITIVELY
STATED, “NO.”

HE PUSHED THE TRAY
FIRMLY TO THE CHEF
BOT'S ARMS.

TENSION WAS BUILDING
INSIDE OF HIM. EYEING
HARRIET ON HIS Wy OUT,
HE SHOVED THE CAFETERIA
DOOR OPEN, j

3

MESSAGES FROM MIXWELL, AND ONE
| MESSAGE FROM KEVIN
MESSAGES
; Lisa

o £ Mo =
/ > Messages

Maxwely
2 Messages

Kevin
! -'degsdg "

CHECKING HIS NOTIFICATIONS, HE SAW
FIVE MESSAGES FROM LISA, TWO

THE FIVE MESSAGES FROM LISA COHESIVELY
EXPRESSED ONE LONG MESSAGE. MESSAGES
ATTACHED, LISA WROTE,

- Lisa D
&

Dad, are you there?
Hello, Dad?

I miss you.

Why aren’t you
responding?

I hope you
come back.

HATCHING OPEN MAXWELL'S MESSAGES, ANDREW READ.

Maxwell

What's taking you so long?
I thought we would review
robotics this weekend.
Where are you even?

Kevin said that he didn't
know what you were doing.

I miss you. Please come back.

LASTLY, ANDREW OPENED KEVIN'S MESSAGES. KEVIN WROTE,

You're kids have been a handful,
but I've been managing.

The media's perspective on the
world ending approaches closer
each day after the other.

Things have been chaotic.

The President announced recently
that we've reached anarchism and
that there's no undoing it. Stay
safe out there. Considering Spirit
Intercom is a governmental chain,
I'd be alert for anything. Come
back soon.

HE HAD TO RESTRAIN ANY DISTRACTIONS. HIS MAIN GOAL
WAS TO KEEP EVERY SCENARIO GIVEN TO HIM UNDER

CONTROL. THE ONLY PROBLEM WAS HE DIDN'T KNOW
WHERE TO GO FROM HERE.

HE TEMPORARILY TICKED OFF HARRIET, AND HE
HAD NO CLUE WHERE HIS FAMILY RELATIVES WERE.

- -
WOULD IT BE SAFE ')
TO LEAVE THE LABS? X I

AN IMMOBILE RESEARCHER SPOKE '
WITH ANCTHER RESEARCHER IN AN
INTERSECTION OF HALLWIYS, AS HE
REACHED THE INTERSECTION, HE

AS THESE QUESTIONS PERMEATED, HE STROLLED
DOWN WHICHEVER HALLWAY HE WAS IN.

WHAT KEVIN WROTE WAS TRUE, AND IT wWAS

COMING FAST. INITIATIVES WERE TAKING PLACE
TO THIS SOCIETAL ANARCHISM. UNDERLYING
MOTIVES WERE TRANSPRING EVERY DAY,

REACH OUT TO THE SECURITY GUARDS BY
THEIR NAMES.

RESEARCHER B SAID,

e

W OID YOU HEAR WHAT'S ;
GOING ON TOMORROW? _
L -

INGESTED SOME OF THE INFORMATION LAB RESEARCHER B SAD. BN
THEY SPOKE ABOUT. HE WALKED - m-_ g
SLOWLY ON PURPOSE. 1 0%

BRI <escacrier A sao. |

IT'S RUMORED THAT THE
ATTORNEY GENERAL IS
STOPPING BY.

REALLY? NO WayT

: : ¥ BY THIS POINT, ANDREW WAS TOO ASTRAY O
AW UNDERSTAND ANY MORE OF THEIR CONVERSATION.
MAYBE NOW WOULD BE A GOOD TIME TO AR E S . "

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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HE STUDIED EACH NAME THAT WAS ASSOCIATED
WITH EACH SECURITY NUMBER. AFTER A FEW

NUMBER.

192937041
20308815
92526037
- 30817296
- 56180422
< 771029181
18460933

| 66273155 |
| 90214577

HE STOOD RIGHT BY THE ELEVATOR THAT
| WAS ENCIRCLED BY THE GARDEN. NEAR THE
ENTRANCE, A LOUNGE HAD SMALL GRAY
COUCHES AND CHAIRS FOR RESEARCHERS
TO RELAX ON.

HE SPOTTED A SECURITY GUARD BY THE LOUNGE.
APPROACHING HIM, HE SAW THE NUMBER 19293704
LISTED ON HIS SECURITY BADGE.

NOTING HIS PRESENCE, MORGAN REALIZED IT WAS THE

RENCWNED SON OF SPIRIT INTERCOM. HE APPRECIATED
THE COMMENT.

-

-

N
-
IF HE KEPT THIS UP. HE WOULD BE ONE STEP
CLOSER TO THE RADICALS NOT KILLING HIM.

.-

STEPPING FOOT ON WHERE THE ENTRANCE WAS,
ANDREW WITNESSED A BLUE-SUITED GUARD.
20304815 WAS HIS NUMBER AND HIS NAME WAS SAMUEL. [Eiaul

CALLING THE GUARD BY HIS NAME, ANDREW SAID.

¥

—
? ' rf $PRIT NTERCOM
Ay - . ||] meHR, FOREVER. -
- ~7 z pr— '’
; ¥ =k BT om e  meED - .I \
- - ¥ L4 L L
o 3 ] Ll 85
LEAVING THE LOUNGE AREA, HE TOLD r;
HIMSELF TO TRY IT OUT ON THE GUARDS e
BY THE ENTRANCE. . SAMUEL EXEMPLIFIED. ANDREW FELT ACCOMPLISHED.
L] - — e
THE QUESTION WAS HOW MANY GUARDS DID IT TAKE HE CIRCLED AROUND THE FLOOR IN SEARCH OF A GUARD. : WITH A QUEER EYE, RUFUS SAID.
TO PLEASE TO EARN THE SECURITY'S TRUST AS A WHOLE? WHISTLING CASUALLY, HE SAW A BLUE-SUITED GUARD NEARING -
- T 1 HIS PRESENCE. THE NUMBER READ 42526037.
' -_— L] - -
:- . -

DESIRING TO TRY OUT MORE NAMES, HE
WENT TO THE ELEVATOR. PRESSING
FLOOR 2, HE SCOUTED IF ANY OTHER
GUARDS WOULD BE THERE.

PERCOLATING HIS MINDFRUL ARCHIVES, HE -
REALIZED THE NUMBER SIGNIFIED RUFUS. LOOKING

RURS GRABBED ANDREW'S

HAND WITH GREAT TENAZTY.
ANDREW SLOWLY MISGUIDED HiS
HAND AWRY BUT KEPT FOLLOWING HIM.

i

EXPECTED TO BE HERE?

ANDREW WIANTED TO ASK WHETHER OR NOT HE COULD
STAY AT HIS HOME, BUT HE KNEW THIS COULD CAUSE A RUFTURE.

ANDREW DID NOT UNDERSTAND WHY THE UNDERGROUND
FLOOR WASN'T ENTITLED AS FLOOR O, CONSIDERING THAT
FLOOR 1 WAS ONE FLOOR ABOVE. MATHEMATICALLY, THE

FLOOR NUMBERS DIDNT APPEAL TO HIM

YOULL BE SLEEPING
WHERE OUR SOENTISTS
SLEEP.

AS THE ELEVATOR PLUMMETED TWO FLOORS DOWN,
RUFUS SAID.

YOU ARE EXPECTED 10 pudt
SLEEP MERE UNTIL YOUR
FATHER 1S SANSRAED WITH .

EVERYTHING. WHEN ALL
WELL I5 WELL.

'y |

3 1 d SINCE THEY SLEEP
4 UNDERGROUND, DOESNT
THAT COOL DOWN THE

STRATA TEMPERATLRE, THUS
ALLOWING POSSIBLE HEALTH

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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YOU GUYS HAVE
MEVER LODKED INTD!
AR DESTRATIACATION?

LOOK, DUDE. I'M NOT
A CIVIL ENGINEER. I'M
JUST A SECURITY GUARD. 5 8

WHY DO YOU KEEP ASKING P
ME THESE QUESTIONS? .

P YOU PUT N YOUR CODE,
THE DOOR WILL OPEN YOUR
RODM UP. BEHIND THIS. DOOR
15 A GIGANTIC DISK THAT MOVES
CLOOOMISE ALMOST LKE A
REVOLVING DOOR WHEN THER
ROOM 15 REQUESTED. THERE

[y —

BUT IF THE ROOMS ARE OMLY
ON THE CIRCUMFERENCE OF
THE DISK, WHAT'S IN THE
INNER PART OF THE DISk?

WOULDN'T YOU S THAT
THIS DESIGN IS A BIT
FLAWED THEN?

MAYBE YOU DO HWE
SOME INNER ENGINEER.

RUFUS, PLACING HBS FINGERS ON THE KEYPAD,

ENTERED A NUMBER. ANDREW COULDN'T SEE
IT THOUGH. AND THERE WERE A LOT OF
TOO. IT WAS IN THE 10+ DIGITS.

< oy 7 8

62B208420606848
15 YOUR NUMBER.

HOW DO | GET OUT?
PLUS, | ALREADY GOT
ONE WEEK OF STRAGHT

IF THIS DtSK ROTATES,
WON'T | FEEL IT?

HE ALSD WANTED
YOU TO HAVE THIS.

CALM DOWN! | DIDN'T
TRAP YOU. IS JUST
THAT YOUR FATHER
THINKS YOU SHOULD

GET SOME REST,

IF ¥DU LOOK ABOVE,
THERE'S A HATCH, BUT
| HAVENT OPENED IT YET.
JUST GET YOUR REST.

I ON WY Wi OUT.
EMNIOY YOUR REST.

CHECKING MINDCORD, HE SAw
IT WS 5:01 P.M. TWE FLED N
THES ROOM. ANDREW FELT TRAPPED.

FRESH WITH ENERGY STILL, HE GOT OFF
THE BED AND LOOKED AT THE HATCH
ABONE. IT WAS SIMLAR TO A SLBMARINE
HATCH.

SPIRIT INTERCOM
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[FRESH WITH ENERGY STILL, HE GOT OFF

THE HATCH DD BUDGE, BT IT BEGAN !
TO BUDGE VERY SLOWLY. RAISING TWO ASKING THAT. | THINK YOU SHOULD
HANDS ABOVE, HE INCREASED THE . RESUME BACK TD YOUR REST. YOUR
HATCH'S. MOMENTLIM. = & BODY 15 NOT SUSTAMNABLE FOR
PHYSICAL MOVEMENT,

THE BED AND SOMKED AT THE HATCH
ABOVE. T WAS SIMILAR TO A SUBMARINE

. 2 )
e —— s e . ' g
2 5 4
4 E b B NEA a2l LY
. . WHAT DO YOU MEAN 'REST? ITS NORMAL FOR YOU TO BE -
Py | GOT PLENTY OF IT. NOW IF YOU THRBING LME THAT. MENTALLY, f |

YOURE NOT THE FULLEST, AND
THAT IS WHY YOUR BRAN 15
WIRED FOR YOU TO THIMK
LKE THAT.

YOU TO BE AS RELAMED

PEEKING HIS HEAD OUT OF THE HATGH, HE SaW THE OTHER STRANGELY, THE FLOOR WASN'T WHITE L DRl M) AT e L R E
HUNCRED HATCHES ARRANGED M THe SHeet F A Lave crrie. Il HERE. [T WAS GRAY. HE COULD SEE iy

= 8E T : it Al THE OPEN GUAD AREA N THE OPPOSTTE " !
=) . TR Ty i CORNER OF THE MAN COMPLEX.

a 4
™~ : 3 by o 5
= . i~ i - \ Wl i |
- - ! {
5 P Lo . .. I
ATTRACTING HIWSELF BACK TO THE MAN AREA, HE NEEDED MOLDING HES HAR BACK INTO 1 ’ T 1 : |
THE APPROVAL (F MORE SECURITY GLIRDS. HE SAW A WHITE- ORDER, HE WALKED LIGHTLY, I i
SUTED UMD NEAR THE LOUNGE. il ]
13 : (-1 !
S L . RUFUS A6 ANGREW GLDED TO THE FLOOR: 1 BUTIDN, RUFUS
4 e b L t , Ml TIGHTLY RESTRANED HS HAND. HE PULLED ANDREW'S

i - - HAND TO HES CHEST.

A VOUNG MAN WS IN A WHITE SUIT. HE SEEMED APPROACHASLE.
ROBERTS EYE WHS N HIS FOCKET, SEENG THE MAN'S NUWBER,
ANCREW READ 73062524,

WATING FORt THE ELEVRIDR DOCR TO OPEN LR ANDREW TOOK N
SOME (F THE BEALTY FROM, THE SWALL GARTEN. HE MISSED NATLEE,
EVEN THOUGH THE NATURE HE PERCENVED IN THE SPRIT WORLD WRS
SNTHETIC.

ANREW WiS BESTRANGED B ALL OF

MARYBE HE (0 NEED REST. HE HAD NO'

z o THS. HE THOUGHT, HOW 01D RUFLS OTHER OHOKCE. HOPERULLY, THE RADCALS :
v = FNOW | LEFT THE ROOM? Wi DONT WOLLD UNDESSTAND. RESTG HIS HEAD 3 -
by : 25 b 3 av THEY WANT ME TO EXRLORET DO THEY ON THE AULOW. HE SLOWLY DRFTED OFF. -
i - y | HELE S KNOW ABCUT THE RADKCALS? INHAT HE FELL ASLEER, DNSTANT DSEAMS FLOATED

o A 'R ARE THEY HOING? HE WHS BOTHERED ARDUND HIM N HIS SUEEP, BUT NO [@tavs.
DEECTLY ENTERED HG MOMORY, HS
DREAME WERE LOOSE AND SCATTERED,
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[FRESH WITH ENERGY STILL, HE GOT OFF
THE BED AND BOOKED AT THE HATCH
ABIVE. IT WAS SIMILAR TO A SUBMARINE

]

WRAPPING HIS FINGERS ARDUND THE YELLOW
HANDLE, HE PULLED. IT DIDN'T BUDGE.
THEREFORE, HE PUSHED, THE HATCH DID
BUDGE, BUT IT BEGAN TO BUDGE VERY SLOWLY.
RASING TWO HAMDS ABOVE, HE INCREASED

BEFORE LONG, THE HATCH FINALLY

OPENED, AS A SUBMARINE HATCH

OF AIR, THIS HATCH PID NCT.

PEEKING HIS HEAD OUT OF THE HATCH, HE SAW
THE OTHER HUNDRED HATCHES ARRANGED IN
THE SHAPE OF A LARGE CIRCLE. STRANGELY, THE

FLOOR, WASH'T WHITE HERE. IT WAS GRAY. HE |3 L4
COULD SEE THE OPEN QUAD AREA IN THE %
OPPOSITE CORNER OF THE MAIN COMPLEX.

P -

UNSURE ABOUT LEAVING THE HATCH OPEM OR NOT,
HE LET IT BE. ATTRACTING HIMSELF BACK TO' THE
MAIN AREA, HE NEEDED THE APPROMAL OF MORE
SECURITY GUARDS. HE SAW A WHITE-SUITED GUARD
NEAR THE LOUNGE. MOLDING HIS HAR BACK WNTOD
ORDER, HE WALKED' LIGHTLY.

USLIALLY AMPLIFIES A WHALE'S BREATH

A YOUNG MAN WAS IN A WHITE SUIT. HE SEEMED APPROACHABLE.
ROBERT'S EYE WAS N HIS POCKET, SEEING THE MAN'S NUMBER,
ANDREW READ 73062524,

ANDREW THOUGHT, I DON'T MEED NO
REST. THE RADICALS, LOOKING THROUGH
HIS INGRAINED CAMERA, WERE FROBABLY

APPLALDING EVERY TIME HE TALKED TO
A GUARD.

LEAING THE LOUNGE, HE WENT TOWARDS THE
ELEVATOR. THERE HAD TO BE MORE SECURITY
GLIRDS ON THE UPFER LEVELS TO' GREET. WAITING
FOR THE ELEVATOR DOOR TO OPEN UF, ANDREW TOOK
W SOME OF THE BEAUTY FROM THE SMALL GARDEN.
HE MISSED NATURE, EVEN THOUGH THE NATURE HE
PERCEMED IN THE SPIRIT WORLD WAS SYNTHETIC.

M THE OMNE WHO SHOLLD BE ASKING THAT.
TTHAR YOU SHOULD RESUME BACK TD YOUR
REST. YOUR BODY 15 NOT SUSTANABLE FOR
PHYSICAL MOVEMENT.

WHAT DO S0U
MEMN "REST 7
1 GOT PLENTY OF T,
NOW F YOU DON'T
MUND, M GONNA
EXPLORE MORE.

b=

TS NORMAL OPENED UP, RUFLIE' BODY
LIKE THAT. MENTALLY, YOU'RE NOT THE
FULLEST, AND THAT IS WHY YOUR BRAN

5 WIRED' FOR YOU TO THIMK LIKE THAT.

COME CN, DUDE.
DON'T DO THAT,

RUFUS RETALIATED AND CLIGED FLOOR -1, AS
ANDREW GLIDED TO THE FLOOR 1 BUTTON, RUFLS
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SNDREW WAS BESTRANGED BY ALL OF THIS. HE THOUGHT, HOW DID
RUFLS KNOW | LEFT THE ROOM? WHY DON'T THEY WANT ME TD EXPLORE?
DO THEY KNOW ABOUT THE RADICALS? WHAT ARE THEY HIDING:

MO, WALLACE TOLD ME
WHAT YOU RECENTLY HAD TO
G0 THAOUGH, WHAT WITH THE
GUARD FORCING YOU DOWN

COLORS SIGNIFY SECURITY HIERARCH?

YEAH. FROM HIGHEST TO LOWEST, IT GOES BLACK, WHICH IS ONLY KLRT,
RED, WHICH IS ME; BLUE. WHICH 1S RUFUS; YELLOW. AND WHITE. ROBERT
ONLY HAS ACCESS TO BLUE, YELLOW, AND WHITE GUARDS WHILE KLET HAS
CONTROL OVER ALL GUSRDH COLORS, WHEN | TELL YOU | HWVE THINGS LINDER
COMTROL, | LITERALLY DO, LET'S GET THE FUCK OUT OF HERE NOW.
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“THAT™S RIGHT,” RICK SAID. I'VE

ALREALTY TALKED WAITH KURT THAT

YOU WIANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT
THE FIELD OF SECURITY,

“HE'S GONNA GIVE YOU A TOUR OF OUR MAIN
STATION, ALL YOU HAVE TO DO 1S POSITIVELY
AFFIRM ANYTHING HE SAYS. AGREE WITH

EVERYTHING HE SAYS, BUT DONT BE A TOTAL
KIS5-ASS. CAN'T MAKE IT TOO OBVIOUS.

HELLO, SIR,
| THINK ANDREW MUST
RETURN TO HIS REST.

WITH MY TASKS. | ALREADY
HAVE ENOUGH TASKS,
AND ANY PROBLEMS AVOIDED

[RACK PUT HIS WRIST

A BLLE SENSOR
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PHYSICAL
TRAINING

ANDWIRO, DiSH ISH DUH PWACE
WHERE OUR MEN WEACH TP-TOP

SHAPE. WIGOWOLIS PWEPWAWSTION
OF QUR MEN I5H WEQLIRED IF
WORSHE COMESH TD WORSHE

A WOT. [T 15+
UNFADDOMABLE. MO ONE
WORKSH ASH HARD ASH

DUR MEN. TM GWAD
= o YOU ASHKED DT

WES, COMMANDER. | UNDERSTAND,

HOW MUCH DO THEY TRANT®

CWANNY AT ALL TIME:
WE CANNCT WESD
TO WAZINESS, AMD
EWEWY PWECALTION
ISH ACCOUNTED FOR.

PrWE
BACK.

OF ANDRE

T SORRY, COMMANDER, BUT THERE
AFPEARS TO BE AN INTRLUDER ON
PROMCAM 65-2A. THE INTRUDER IS
HOLDING A

IT WAS THE SAME WHITE RDOM THAT HE

SLEPT IN, AND THE AMGLE FOCLISED

FROM THE DESK. A REALIZATION STRLICK
ANDREW. THEY WERE SURVELLING HIS

ROOM THROUGH THE FOUNTAIN PEN.
THE FOUNTAIN PEN WRS JUST A SECLURITY
CAMERA TO SPY ON HIM.
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LOOKING LIKE ELECTRODE PADS, THESE
CIRCULAR PADS CONMECTED TO THE
COMPUTERS THROUGH A THIN WIRE.

WALKING FURTHER DOWN THE GIANT ROOM, KLRT WAITED FOR RICK . WL
AND ANDREW TO FOLLOW HIS LEAD. SEVERAL COMPUTER SETUPS -
ETUPS DOCKED WP ADJACENT TO THE WALL. .

|-' 8 ™ 1 . . : x

IMMEDIATELY, ALL EIGHT OF ITS ARMS.
RETRACTED TS KITCHEN APPUIANCES TO

ITS TWO WHEELS UNDERNEATH
RETRACTED AND TURNED INTO LEGS.
IT NOW STOO0 AT THE HESHT OF A

IN A DEEFER AUTOMATED VOICE, THE
BOT SAD, “WHO SHOLLD | EXTERMIMNATET"

T ]

WE PEHFFECT DUH CODED MOTOR NEURAL
MOVEMENTSH THROUGH CONFIGURATION, DUH
MOTIONSH OUR TESHTERS DO ARE SHTORED N
OUR COMMUNICATOR SHYSHTEME., THE

AND DOWN. HE LOST TRACK OF
HOW MANY TIMES HE WeS
FRIGHTENED ON THIS TOUR.

COMMUNCATOR WEDPICATESH THE MOTOR —
NEUWONS TO DUH CHEF BOTSH, 1t A
FASHCINATING, ISHN'T IT7 /

RiCE. WHISPERED, “ANDREW, STOP
* CANDODLING WITH KURT, AND ASK FOR
ARl THOSE DAMN LOCK COMBOS ALREADYT

WHILE [ AT T, | AMIGHT
ASH WELL SHOW THE ARMORY.

HE LET OUT SOME INAUDIBLE LAUGHS. :
ANDREW'S PANTING COOLED' DOWM. HE | f %

WAS PISSED: BUT HE COULDNT UPSET THE

A NEW DOOR APPEARED, BUT
IT WASH'T THE MORMAL -
SHITTNG DOOR. | WAE A SHPLE PRIR
OF DOORS THAT HAD TD BE
OFENED MANLIALLY.

SHELVES OF LIMITLESS WEAPONS HUNG. INFRARED

GUNS, SHOTGUNS, SUBMACHMNE GUNS, AK-47s, anD metee i
WEAPONS WERE LOCKED WITHIN THE SHELVES. THEY WERE
NOT ACCESSIBLE UNLESS ACTIMATED. |

WE HAVE EVEWY PWECAUTION
ACIOUNTED FOR. WHEN DOOMSDARY HITH,
WE ARE WEALDY

DEESH WOBOTS TD PWOTECT USH PWOM THE
WEBELSH AND WIDERSH, WE EVEN HAVE

INSHGHT OF AN DRGANIZATION NAMED THE
SHPRIT WADRCALSH, BUT DERE 15 NOT MUCH

' d i i
. f 7 - |
| 44 -
27 . . el et R e TR d L e e
o R DOOMSHOAY 54 APPWORCHING CWOSHER DAN WE * ASH DUH PWESHIDENT SHTATED,
A ; - 1 e d SRR B £ XPECTED. D65 DAY OCCURSH WHEM DUH GeOTHeRmaL [ ANARCHY ISH HERE. AND WE WILL
-5 g Miguad 2y 3 CWISHSH HARMS ON EVERYONE. BY DAT TIME, AL PWEPBRED FOR AMYDING DAT HAPPENSH
i a . L0 e , L : OUR WEGISHTERED GUESHTSH WILL BE LP AND: OUTSHIDE DOSE SHPIRIT
: ~ 7 : : : 3 RUNNING ON THE SHPIRIT CONTRIWANSHESH. INTERCOM GATES.,
: . - I SHOENTISHTSH FREDICT DISH CAN HAPPEN ANY Doy
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| HAVE A EMERGENCY MASSH

SHUTDOWN SHENSHOR THAT CAN

BE ACTIVATED WITH MY WISHT
IN MY OFFISHE.

I'™ SORRY, BUT DID YOU
SAY "WRIST™ OR “LIST?

COME DN, MAN! YOURE LOSING
HIM. ASK FOR THOSE CODES FOR
THE HUNDREDTH TIME.

1 KNCWL | KNOW. AFTER HE PRESENTS
ME WITH THE FIRE EXIT, | Wil
SMOOTHLY TRANSITION TO THE LOCK
COMBINATIONS. THES PLAN IS ALL

M SHOWWY, BUT | MEED TO USHE
DUH DECK. DOSE NURTURED MEATBALLSH
DAT CHERYL DWOPPED OFF AT MY OFFICE
HIT DIFFEWENTWY, YET DEY TASHTED
VERTY SPWENDID, EXCUSHE ME, PWEASHE.

' DOMNG SOMETHING BETTER THAN THAT.
HAVENT YOU FIGURED OUT ALREADY THAT
ASKING FOR THE CODES STRAGHT LP 5
TOO SUSPICIOUST THAT IS WY | WANT 70
GAIN KNOWLEDGE OF THE FIRE EXIT INSTEAD.
THE SPIRIT RADICALS WILL HAVE AN EASY
ENTRANCE TO THE LABS THROUGH THIS, STOP
DESTROVING MY PLANS 50 MUCH!

DUH MEATBALLSH ARE MADE IN A COOKING WAE.
DUk SHIENTISHTSH FEED RATSH WITH BUTTER, CHEESH,
DUH BWEASHT GWANDS OF THE RATSH. DUH MEAT
BECOMESH MORE TENDER. DEY DEM KILL DUH RATSH
AND EXHUME DUH MEAT OUT OF IT. DEY INHLIME
PWESHERUATIVESH TD MANTAIN 1SH FWESHNESSH.
DEY SPRAY ARTIFICIAL MEAT PWESHERVATIVESH TO
ENHANSHE DUH TASHTE. AND DTS IT! | AM GWAD
YOU ASHKED DAT. WE NEED MORE CURIOUSH PEOPLE
LIE YOU.

N, ASH A SHIDE NOTE DOUGH,
| AW DONG ¥OU A FAVOR BY
SHOWING YOU THE EXIT. ND ONE
BUT MYSELF AND YOUR FATHER
HAVE KNOWLEDGE OF IT. | AM
ALSHD DOMNG A TWEAT TO WCK.
FROM DeSH.

s

KURT COULD BE SEEN AT THE END OF

THE COMPLEX THEY WERE IN. HE MADE
IT BACK TO' THE ARMORY.

DUM CODE DAT OPENSH LP L

DUM FIRE EXIT 1S 62951413,

SPIRIT INTERCOM

60

CH. 6 - DESCENT



A ROOM DIDNT APPEAR: NSTEAD, | e o T : | LEGS CRAMPED. HE ADUUSTED HIVEELF HE SAW A SPECK DOWN THE HORRON
WHITE STARS DESCENDED 45 DEGREES * e ol : i . ACCTU MGHEEH.MLPKJ“‘ THOUGH. IT WAS REDI AND WHITE. HE

T THE RGHT OF HIM, FE SAN A GANT CYLINDRCAL DEVCE
WITH THREE LITTLE CROLLAR WHEELS ECLINSTANT ON THE

e

HE CONCLUDED THAT HIS PLAN WAS A HUNDRED PERCENT ACCLIMATE. THE
RADACAL LD ENTER THE LABS THROUGH THE FIRE EXIT TUAMMEL. IT ALMOST
SEEMED TOO GOOD TD BE TRUE.

i HE DROVE WFD THE HOLE. DOWM THE
STARS, AND THE WHITE HALLWAY,

l ILLCKILY, HIS HEAD WRASN'T THE MamM |
TRRGET THAT HIT THE WalL: T wias
HIS. BACK. "
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WHAT N GOD'SH NAME
ARE YOU DOWMG! YOUVE
DESHTWINED THE PMWOLRRETTE!
WHAT WERE YOU THRNG!

S0 YOU PSWHOTICALLY
FUPPED THE PROUETTE
INTO A WALL! THATS THE
OMLY ONE THAT E0STS.

AGAN, M S0RRY. |
COULDNT FND THE BRAKE
FEDAL 'L DO ANYTHNG

TO RERAY IT,

IF YO WA TO WERA 1T,
| GUESSSH DERE 1SH ONE THING
YOU CAN DO ACSSMULLY, THERE
ARE TWO THMGSH YOU CAN DO.

YOULL HAVE A CHOISHE.

THE FIRST OME 15 THAT YOUI
Twf OUT A NEW WIE DETECTOR
MACHINE THAT WE WECEENTLY

OWEATED, ORt | USHE THE
O YOUR FMGERNAIL.

THEY PRRTOCK N SMALL CHAT OH THE Wey UNTL THEY AreneD. [

HE WALKED WP T SRS, THe HoLe wis IRl ENTERIG THE SAME COOE, HE
CLOSED SICE THE DISK DOCR. HAD ST OPENED THE DOCR. y

WHERE 15 THIS
LE DETECTOR?

AS HE PUT HIS WISHT P TO THE
ELEWATOR KEYPAD, THE ELEWATOR
WENT ON TS USLAL STRANGE PATH.

HE WALKED DOWN THE HALLWAY OF WHERE
HIS OFFICE DOOR WAS. UNTIL HE REACHED

A BLLE DOORL IT WAS A MANUAL DOOR

DISH WIE DETECTOR TWACKSH THE IMPULSHESH
OF YOUR NELRAL FLOW. IT IS ALWAYS A HUNDRED
PERSHENT COWWELT, AND DERE 15H NO OTHER
MACHINE LICE 1T,

-
A

HOP O, ANDWOO.

1 LET'SH TRY DiSH OUT,
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"GOO0, GOODT KURT SAID. HE TOOK A MAIDR [
PRUSE THS TIME. 15H waoef SPam weoca > [l
HE HAD A SLY LOOK OM HIS FACE.

ANDREW HESITATED INSTRNTLY, HE GREW NERVOLS.

RICK, LOCKING AwWFULLYIOONFUSED AND TROUBLED,
STARED AT ANDREW DELIBERATELY.

KURIT, PULLING OUT HiS CLAVER, AIMED IT AT RIOCS NECK. HOWEVER,
RICK. RETALIATED GUICKLYSENOUGHIRND* KURT INSTHE

HEAD-WITH HIS GUN.

PROTECTING THE BOTH OF LS. MOW, [
NEED YOU O SHUT THE FUCK UP, AND
LISTEN TO WHAT 1 HaAE TO SAY, YOS
IENTI'ISWH&F_

THE RECEPTIONIST, WHO WAS SEVERAL.
FEET FROM THE INODENT, ASKED,
s,

WHAT WS THAT NOSE?

T WAS NOTHING CHERYL. KURT 15 JUST
SHOWING THE RECOIL SPEED OF HIS NEW

YEAH, 1 THINK A DECAPITATED
BODY GOES GREAT FOR OUR (ASE

IF WE PUT THE BLAME ON YOUL, 1
WOULD STILL CONTROL THE LOCK,
CAMERR, AND GLIRRT) SECURTTY
SYSTEME [ MEAN, WE REALLY DONT

NEED YOU FOR ANNTHING ELSE F
GET THE LOCK COMBOS AS CHIEF.

HOW WOLLDMT THEY KNOW? THE
CHIEF OF THIS ENTIRE

BUT DD T TELL YOU THAT THE FIRE EXT
LITERALLY LEADS TO THE RADICAL
HDECUT? WITH THIS IN MIND, WE
DONT KEED THE LOCK COMBINATIONS.
BLL WE NEED 15 THE FIRE BXIT, 50,
50 THINK WE SHOULD PLACE THE
BLamE OM YL

WELL JUST 5AY HE DIED OF A

LET'S SAY HE WENT CRAZY AND THAT HE
TRIED KILLING LS FOR ND MORAL REASON.

OR MIYBE YOU CAN SA THAT YOU! KILLED HIML
THEN 1 WOLLD BE FREE AND COULD CONTINUE
YOUR RADICAL MISSION YOU COLLD ESCAPE
THIS PLACE AND REST AT THE HIDEDUT.

WHAT F WE PUT THE .
BLAME 0N YOU? z |

HEY, WILLACE. WERE N A
PRECMCAMENT HERE. KURT 1S DEAD,
DEAD, AND WE ARE NOT SURE
SURE WHQLTO PUT THE BLAME 0N
WHAT ARE WOUIR THOUGHTS?
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THE FIVE MINUTES. FINALLY PRSSED,

AND T WRS MY TIME TO SHINE.
1 YELLED:

FIVE GUARD'S STOOD BY THE DOOR. ; i - = o

¥ — -
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1 WAS PETRIFIED. KURT, WHO WAS
GIVING ME A TOUR, WANTED ME TO
TRY OUT THIS LIE DETECTOR MACHINE.
HE—

WHY 5 THAT? WHAT LED HIM TO
USE THE LIE DETECTOR?

YOU'RE FINE. JUST RESUME
YOUR STORY. WHAT LED TO
KURT'S DEATH?

KURT SAlW THE LIE DETECTOR AS A GOOD
OPPORTUNITY FOR ME SINCE 1 COULD BE
BETTER ACOUAINTED WITH THE TECHNOLOGY.

BEFORE YOU GO ON, WY DID
YOU MEET WITH CHIEF OF
SECURITY KURT STRAWLING

o
>

=

'HE HELPED ME MEET WITH THE CHIEF.
1 PERSONALLY ASKED HIM ABOUT MY
SECURITY INTEREST, LITTLE DID I KNOW
THAT HE WOULD KILL THE CHIEF.

1 COULDN'T BELIEVE IT.

YOU KEEP JUNMPING ARDUND IN YOUR
STORY. AND THAT'S CALLED NONLINEAR
MNARRATIVE. TELL ME THE STORY
SEQUENTIALLY, MORE IMPORTANTLY,
WHAT WAS THE MAIN REASON RCK
SHOT KURT?

FACK SHOT KURT WHEN 1
USED THE LIE DETECTOR TEST.

IT IS BECAUSE 1 DIDN'T KNOW
THE ANSWER TO A QUESTION.

BECAUSE WHEN 1 SAwW THE
FOOTAGE FROM THE ROOM YOU
WERE W, 1 COULDNT MAKE OUT
WHAT YOU GUYS SAID, AUDITORY
FUNCTIONS ARE ROT COMPRTIELE
WITH OUR CAMERSS,

IT WAGN'T A QUESTION PER SE. IT WAS
MORE OF A RHETORICAL GUESTION.
KURT ASKED, “WOWLD IT BE BAD TO
KILL ROCK 7™ AND OF COURSE, I WAS
CONFUSED AS HELL. WHEN 1 SAID THE
WORD "VES," KKURT IMWEDIATELY
ATTEMPTED TO MURDER RICK. BUT RICK
WAS QUICKER FOR THE MOST PART. 1
HAD NO CLUE WHY HE WOULD ASK THAT
OR WHERE HE EVEN CAME UP WITH THE
GUESTION.

| THAT IS DEFINITELY ODD.

THAT SEEMS LIKE THE

TOMORROW, I'M MEETING WATH
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO GO
OVER THIS WORLDLY SITUATION.

I'™M GOING TO NEED YOU TO BE

AT THE MEETING, AND IT 15 HIGHLY
OBLIGATORY THAT YOU COME,

IT WILL TRKE PLACE AT THE
CONFERENCE ROOM AT 10 AM.

SPIRIT INTERCOM

65

CH. 7 - BEYOND



MRONG WIS WY T0r THE ELEVATOR, HE SAW
SOMWECRE WATING FOR T ANDREW 60T CLOSER 70 THS
PERSOM. THiS PERSON, TURNING SROUND. WAG FLFLS.

ANDFREW [ELNVERED A MBCR SO TO AUFLS.

F YOURE GOMNR BE A

K, M GORNA BE A (M0

RUFUS GAWE ANDREW A NAUCR SHOVE, CAUSING.
M 10 BANG INTD THE FLEWNICR, WAL, AAEREW
PUSHED HIM BACK AND LANDED A SMALL PUNCH
O HIS FRCE

TEETH REGON. EREWS BLOCD FELL
T THE FLOOR. HE KNEW HE WS GONG TO
LOSE THES FIGHT.

TLL STOP.

THE NEXT THING ON HIS TO-DO LIST WS O
SEE HARRET. HOPEFULLY, SHE WOULDNT FUNCH
M RUTHLESELY. HE LEFT THE ELEWIDR.

H WHAT WERE THEY PLAMNING TO
DO? AS THESE QUESTIONS WERE
BYPASSED, HE SAW NO REASON BUT TO
SEEK HELP FROM HARSBET. MAYEE SHE
COULD HELP HIM WITH HES SITUATION.

- i FT

HAS SHE BEEN SITTING HERE SBCE
THE LAST TME | SAW HER? | DONT

-

1]
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Why is your mouth I can tell you later. I will discuss with you everything

like that? - that happened if you follow me
» e I Wanna talk in a Different space? to a different space.
different space? Why? There is no one
here but me, you,
and the Chef Bots.

The cameras can't
hear our conversations

But you have to tell me everything. And
you're not gonna talk to me like you did in
the last conversation. That was just

plain-ass rude.

‘Woah, this room is nice.

Sure is fancier than my room.

Let’s talk in my

1 met with my father
room, It's more : :
secluded there. T ] Probably because of you ; today, and he brought
d being the son of the owner up something weird.
and all. -

So, tell me what's been
going on.

|‘1-- -T

kg He wants me to meet with That actually seems
' him and the attorney general really serious. You still haven't told me
tfomorrow.

how your mouth ended up
. Like I said, my
i I don't know why, but he just N You W _ father didn’t give
; P wants me to. they're going to talk
about?

like that,

me any details.
that’s going on worldwide, T
think they're planning to do
something big, yet I don't k-
now what it is, of course.

You id take

5 better care of
WW, poor

! ourself.
Andrew. - AN i

I tried fighting

him, but—

I\ the hell ' . You're
e What was i
The meeting with the s m B are you here? B & almost late.
aftorney general
B e again? 628208420606848, -
- L ]
- - -
- i . |
I'll guide you
to the meeting.

He pushes past him
and heads to
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ANDREW TDOK. HIS

FIRST STEP OUT OF THE
ELEVAIDR AND STOPPED.,
FUFUS DIDN'T LEAVE
THE ELEWATOR.

THE ROOM 1S IN A DIFFERENT
COMPLEX. | CAN THE YOU THERE
¥ YOU LIKE WITH SOME HaNiDY-
DANDY WREST ACTION,

TO THE CONFERE!
HOW ARE YOU DOMNG?

WE DON'T HWVE TIME
FOR THIS, JUST SHOW

ME WHERE THE MEETING
5, RUFUS.

NOT UNTIL YOU
ANSWER HER GUESTION.

SHOW ME WHERE
T 15 NOWL IT'S
F58 AM,

1AM ATTORNEY GENERAL
HOWARD WAYNE. MICE TO MEET
YOUL I'M GOMG TD GET STRAIGHT
TO THE POWT. My TEAM HAS BEEN
GREATLY STRUGELING TO KEEP PEACE
WITHIN SOCIETY. EARTHOUAKES. ARE
MORE RAMPONT THAN EVER, TELNAMIS
HAVE ALREAIY DECIMATED HALF THE
WORLD. WE ARE LUCKY THAT HERE
I NEW YORX NOTHING T0O'
SIGNIFICANT HAPPENED,

ANDREW. ARE YOU

WILING TO HELP US

0N OUR PLANT
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FINE. LET ME HEAR C El THIS IS FOR OUR PRE-REGISTERED
THIS PLAN OF YOURS.

GUESTS. THE NUMBER OF CHAIRS
THAT SIT IN THIS ROOM IS5 1034,

AS YOU SEE, MANY ARE INTERESTED
N JOMNING THE SPIRIT 'WORLD, AND
WE MUST DO EVERYTHING WE CAN
TO GIVE THEM AN EASY TRANSITIONAL
EXPERIENCE WHEN THEY COME HERE.

THE ONLY PROBLEM 1S THAT THE WE WILL DBVIOUSLY SEND CODED THE PEOPLE OUTSIDE THESE WALLS
WORLD IS GETTING RILED UP EVERY SENSORY MELRONS FOR OUR GLUESTS - : ANOREW, ARE BECOMING MORE RAVENOUS AND
EYPASSING MINUTE - BUT THE OTHER TWO NEURAL BARBAROUS AS THE GEOTHERMAL
CATEGORIES ARE THERE FOR st e - CATASTROPHE WEARS DOWN ON THEM.
1N THIS RDOM, SPECIFICALLY, WE T L L y x i THE PROBLEM YOUR s :

HAVE /A MAIN CONTROL UNIT THAT WE WILL NEVER USE IT THEM. FATHER 15 ALLUDING TO -
TRACKS THE FLOW OF ALL THE 15 THE OUTSIDERS AND  IEESS THE “OTHER CATEGORIES™
NEURONS. FOLLOW ME. Ui L HE SPEAKS OF ARE THE
MINIMIZE THE PROBLEM THAT EXISTS : > DOPAMINE NELRORNS.

IN THE OUTSIDE WORLD, WE MAY - % | DOPAMINE

HEED TO USE THESE OTHER
CATEGOSIES.

PECPLE THAT ARE THIS DERANGED
SHOULD NOT BE IGNORED, AND THEY
WNTERFERE WITH QLR PRE-REGISTERED
GUIESTS.

YOUR FATHER ALLOWED ME
TO WATCH SOME OF YOUR
ENDEAWOLR, ANDREW, AND
IT WAS A PLEASURE TO.

WE HAVE A SOLUTION TO THIS IT GAWE ME AN IDEA THAT
PROGLEM WITH THE HELP OF THE YOUR FATHER AND | PAIRED
SPECML KIND OF NELRDTRANSMITTER TOGETHER,

CALLED DOPAMINE.

OH, I'LL TELL YOU WHAT
DOPRBEES ARE.

DOPABEES ARE THE DOPOMINE BEES FROM
NEANA T4, T 15 BNOWN THAT THEY HAVE ¥OU SEE, WE MUIST KEEP
THESE KINDS OF PEOPLE
UNDER CONTROL.

THEYRE THE THINGS THAT
WHICH GAVE YOUR FATHER AND ME AN

IDEA==THE IDEA TO ENTRAP THESE BEES
AND HARVEST THEIR DOPAMINE.

¥ AND THEN THIS DOPAMINE WOULD BE
¥ FED TO ALL THE IGNORANT FOOLS WHO
INTERFERE WATH OUR REGISTERED GLESTS.
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Andrew’s heart paunded
off-beat. He was deeply
horrified. And enroged.

He wanted to yell at
them and even fight
them. This angered

him so much.

But he needed more
information. He needed
o obtain more intellect
before his natural
instincts Kicked in.

In a calm voice, he asked,
“#nd how will this dopamine

be given to the poor people?”

Robert said, “It will be easy. We have
compiled thousands of Spirit Emissaries,
not just normal ones though. These are
portable Spirit Emissaries.

The Dopebess would get their dopamine
extracted from their stingers, and the
interdimansional communicators would
successfully store the dopamine to the
emissaries.

‘We suspect when our guests arrive, hoards
of people will be at the gates, protesting
For admittance. Therefore, these portable
emissaries will be dispatched to this public
From outside our gates.

Once they get their hands on them,
their minds will be all over the Spirit
‘World, whereas, in reality, they're

onky falling into a deep state of

dopamine influx and coma,

The bees are needed for the dopamine, " .
and they are our prime targe 1 pa.:-

-
~ R -

Unbearably resisting his anger,

Andrew lastly asked,
“And how do you plan to
capture the Dopabees?”

‘Wayne: said, “We plan to copture
them by ship. As in, we will travel
fo Nirvana 74. We have the ship
and everything.”

He reasserted

the badge on his
funic. “#re you guys
willing to board the

ship with us and Imad

us fo where the Dopabess are?
‘Wie know you guys will do

you do thist You sick 7

mant You're nothing but
a liar and a complete
bastard fo this warkd!™

Before Andrew could think,

Marco said, "I'm all in.
1 pledge full attention
anld compliance.”

Robert massaged
his left eye. Using
his earpiece, he -
said, "Send in ; : E
guards, please.
‘We have a litthe

problem.

Wayne let go and

the guards grabbed
Andrew. Andrew's

resistance didn't
go anywhere.

Tears came down
Andrew's eyes
“ous e about vy
mather! You ie
about the baby!
You lie about this
whate plon! ou
e about your love!
You've been kying
#o me my enfire
Kifi! How coutd
o do this!”™

Andrew had fluctuated
o mandimeam. turmeil
while Weyne drogged
him from the room,
While baing dragged,
Andrew said, “Marcg,
I'm bagging you
don't do this! How
could you be this
ignorant! They're
using you! This isn't
tha right thing!™

They stopped
drogging him,

and Robert stoed
in front of Andrew's
sight. His father's
face seemed

wven more
punchable th
closer he gat.
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Yeu should
know better
than to hit your
own father. And
seaing that you

that. Wouldn't
¥ou agree,
General Wayne?

5 f Guards,
= follow me.

Without an ounce of struggle, they dmagged y -
Andrew’s body out of the door and down a

different halivay. Andrew’s anger stopped his

that Bed fo him his entire life.

abdity fo think stroight. All he sow wes a man o

While being dragged, Robert said, “This is
an experimental device that has not been
put to use yet. Good thing we have you,
Andrew, to try it out.” This angered
Andrew even more. Mot even a remark of
sympathy strayed through Robert's mind
Mareo fellowsd his father ke a toddler
in a grocery store.

The guards, dragging Andrew, finally
reached a new door, a marmsal doar
that read “Memaory Mefomorphase.”
Using Andrew as a battle ram, the
guards opened the door.

The room was small and a bit claustrophabic for the
number of people in the mom. A pale green desk with
«a Spirit Emissory positioned in fhe middle of the rom.
A small holographic screen lay beside the emissary. "

Robert said, "This is a scientific wonder, This device is o
memory eraser and falsifier. With the hellp of your hippocampal
neurons, we can changa them and implement new memories or
delete memories. We track the memories through that small
thing in your head: Mindcord. 1t just so happens that Mindcord
is wlectromically embedded info the hippocampus negion of your
brain, therefore, allowing fhe machine fo frack memories of the
fime ratio it happened at. Even mare fascinating, General Wayne
here is the creator of Mindcord. We paired my neural fechnology
and his memory technology fogether to create this beautiful
machine. It's almast like God wanted bath of us to work fogether”

Wayne said, “Everything your father
said is completely frue. Tracking the
time of your memaries, this device can
allow us fo code artificially new
memories. Thank god for
hippocampal neurons. Mot anly doas
Mindcord record your hippocompal
status, but it also records your
emotional stabus. And finadly, it
trocks your five serses. Ah, 1 love
technology all too much”

We've got that
covered. Maybe

‘while Andrew’s mind got reconfigured, he lay unresponsive
and helpless. Memory after memory of his mother began fo
erase. Falsifed memories were not used. The machine only
dileted tham.

Andrew rested on the desk for hours
with the Spirit Emissary clung around
his head. The buzring of the machine
magnified when an antire memory
was erased.

The quards carried his body up and
placed him on the chair that
belonged fo the desk. The guard
holding fhe syringe inserted it

info his arm.

Before his eyes closed, he saw Marco.
B Bl He seemed a bit uncomfortable.

It was still

a Thursday.
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Taking her
time, she put
her garments
back on and
remade

Examining mone
of the room, she
noticed the Fourttain
pen on the desk,

She adored the

artistic designs

on the pen, -
especially the

Deeming she ought
to scout where
Andrew was, she
departed the room

A bit bangry, she
reckoned that she

visit the cofeteria
for a quick bite

which pointed black circle that ¥ = through the haich L . fo aat.
the bed. directly af fhe bed. was on the end on the ceiling. t :
of the cop. # -
oy

Travelling to

floor 80 with the
ehevator, she wanbed
o message Andrew
through Mindcord,
bt she never
received his contact
information.

After some mare
motor thinking,
Harrigt rememberad
that he wos of

the attorney general
m!rlﬂg. or

something along
those lines.

Mrriving at the
cafeteria, she saw

"1 said who

1 was. I'm
Rufus. But in
Infercom status,

While waiting,

a man approached
her. It was a man

with similar facial

4 The: man said,
o “Hello, I'm Rufus.
; You're Harriet,
correct?”

She felt a bit
owkward with this.
“Can we go after
I eat mry Food®™

Rufus said, "I'm
sorry, but Robert
told me to bring
wou fo him now.
You can eat at

a later time."

“Very well”

Casually waiting
for the contraption
to reach floor 1,
Harriet remembered
something that
something about

a fight in an
elevator.

As the door
apened, Harriet
sow the vibrant
blue reception
desk in front.

Rufus walked to
fthe reception desk
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Ha walked down the hallway
with Harriet by his side. He
said, "1 have deemed it

He opened the door for the
“WIP Access” room.

“As it might be seen, this is the place for our
guests. Our entire company leads up to this

"You being such a highly-
valued member of our

infallible that we will safaly
provide a smooth process
for our pre-registered
guests. But before this can
happan, we naed to go
over some underiying

moment. 1 took note of your experience in

the Spirit World, and [ was amazed by your
performance. Mot only did you successfully
suffice to your surroundings but you also
connected with this world cn a personal level”

company brings awareness
to what else you could
achigve, Tharefora, 1 will
share the plan that was
given o Andrew. You two
will work side-by-side on
this. next mission that 1
have planned. It's the most
important, and the fate of
our company depands on
th

Harrigt Felt needed
She falt significant.
She said, "I
understand Fully.
Do you know
where Andrew i

the mission?”

“The mission is
to travel fo the
phiysical planet of
Nirvana 74.”

“To see if the
Spirit World is
exactly coded to
the physical
standards of
the planet.”

now. She L
“That's smart. It's
good that youne
double-checking
that the guests are
receiving a correct

introduced himself as Attorney General Howard Wayne. The recognizable man introduced
himself as Marco Rutano. Each shaking Harriet's hand, they fook a sedt in the Conference Room.

She saw an unknown man, a recognizable man, and Rufus in the room. The wnknown man

‘Wayne said, "Its good to fnally

to have you help us on this mission
of ours. The government greathy
appreciates it. As Robert may
have already fold you, we are
plenning to leave on a spaceship
to Mirvana T4. Once we're there,
we will examine all the creatures
and geemetric dimensions of the
plonet to make sure that they
align with our software and code
of the Spirit Workd"

“The ship is named
Mirvana Voyager. 11 is
the biggest spaceship
aver created in the
history of mankind, Tt
moves af the speed of
185000 miles per
second, Just below par
of the speed of light,
Plan -in at the
spaceship at 500 pm,
Get sattied and pepare.
during these five hours.
Good buck fo all of us,
and may this mission
prove anything but
goad fo s

Harriat apprecisted fhe
fenacity of the plon. It wos
coherent and well-thought-
out. Her only question
fhough was whene Andrew
was. She hadn't seen

|him since they had sex.

The five peophe in the Conference
Room agreed and exited. Harriet
thanked Robert.

Fobert soid, “Please
arrive af the ship by
5200 pm. Rafus il
wscort you fo the
ship from your foom
andl will retify you
whan if's fire
Tharnk you so much

timas. Lastly, Rufus

will escort you oul

of this complax™

Rufus by her side,
she said, “Rufus,
ould you give me
more of a tour of
this place? I'm
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Marriet waited
impatientty. In a
matter of minutes,
Rufus returned
with a glass of
water in his hand.

This is Sharon's
water cup. T'll

refill it for her
later.

He dumped the water on Andrew's head. The water droplets
bickered Andrew’ nose, some of it reaching info his nasal

cavity. Andrew coughed some of it out.

Auttered open.

His lips pulsed.
He had awakened. =

==

He swathed
this face.

Andrew coughed

Up SOMe more.

Harriet and Rufus bath tried
to calm him down. Andrew’s

mind was more astray than it
ever had baen.

The thip is expected
o leave at 500 pm.,
and it's 1:00 pm

right nowe.

Yech, 1 foid you #hat
Rufiss fold me.

1 hove an idea.
Aliow me to travel
with them and have
Andrew frovel
secretiy on board,

brute force they Il bring
to Nirvana 747 Thase
animate plants will
surely be up against
something.
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Maving forward,
we will just do
what we said.

TW proteed I'm
still using the
when they woke
me up, IN just
say [ forget
ahout my mather.

I act in accord
with my father.

T con frick your father
even more by saying
that fhe general has
ordered me 1o keep
you under supervision
in the “Memony
Mgtomorphese™ room.
That wary I con smeak
you an the ship, and
your father would
have no idea.

Rufiss ordered
the devator
o go to the
first floor

with the help

Immediately, he implanted
his face info the bed pllow.

Tmmediately, he et he
Flipping his body around, he
opened up Mindcord,

SPIRIT INTERCOM

CH. 7 - BEYOND



Nap done, Andrew
was owokened by
his 4:50 p.m. alarm.

It was the Nirvana Vioyoger with its
loud engine directty by the front

What surprised Andrew even more was that this wasn't
the only ship; there were hondreds of small space cruisers
and U-shaped assoult vessels.

The size of the ship was so massive
that only the entrance of the ship
could be seen from the entrance of
the labs.

There were so many of them that
they were parked outside of the
lab gates.

The route to the spaceship
entrance was wide-open;

no guards or lab researchers B
were present.

He passed the entrance door
and saw two guards that
stood on the sides of it.

corridors with a door hatch on each
of them. They could open up with
the use of a lever.

Mode of steel, the ship was shaped
curvoceously with no jogged corners.

The thing that struck
Andrew’s attention most
was the front of the

The engineering and
architecture attracted
Andrew, cousing him
to stare at it for
two minutes.

Spirit World with
possible locations of

buttons, holographic
screens, never—ending
for, s

Leaving the cockpit,
he needed to find

a hiding spot.

He also didn't
want to be too
far from where
other people
would be
situcted,

Seeing one of the corridor
doors from the side of
the ship, he saw fen feet
by ten feet black cubes
with a metallic lock on
fop of each.

where Dopaboes
S %y,
doditioned a glass
wall and steering
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A few seconds later,
more footsteps
approoched, that

of his father's ond
later the General’s,

Peeking over his
He crouched behind o \ ! shoulder, Andrew
one of the cubes : : : | ¥ Bl sow Rufus toke
and waited. This = 13 il nolice of Robert.
spot seemed fine
fo him. Now it wos

a matter of patience.

He hos flown for
Wha's ready the LS. Air Force
for some fyin'? . & in many smuations,
Let's get tha . " : . such as Frost Ialand,
ship o'staerin, . id% Condy Fortress, ond
Bloze Land. His shdls
are oubrogeoos, He
even got @ score of
13200 on the bowas
facture, marking hm
o8 the world record
holder.

This right here is a map of Nivana 74,

It specifies which cregture omsociates

X could bring our attention . with each biome. [# olso coloulates fhe

. fo this screen, T would dimermiors of eoch biome, whether it 1 - . s 4
3] ! greatly cpprecicte it. . be their height, width, weight, and - - L
: denaity, Quinteasentiolly, it is most 3

importent that these croahures maich

up with the standards of the Spirit

World, If jst o minor mistoke &

made in height, for weample, we wil

do our best to mokch cur code fo

Mirvona 74's physicel stondords.

It trudy is. Now, if we

SPIRIT INTERCOM Tt CH. 7 - BEYOND



The water springs

Guards, please hold ento
Andrew’s arms. 1 con see
how fempted he is %o blind
my other eye.

ond sbsance of trees
was shown in the
botom right-hand
cornar,

Al he nesded
o do wes place !
his finger on it.

3,330,000,000
miles fo go.

In Fidll regret, he

This robotic woice was
feminine, yut it sounded
demonic fo Andrew.

The devastation of the

placed his finger
on this location.

anémate plarts wat in hit 4
hands, literally. . - He warted fo fight back, but

thiz time he wad abdolubely

entrapped.
- =
e v il b aen i ity The Dawn of Man is & very inferesting thing. Andrew. It all Due fo the geographicel isclation of fhe Mirvana T4 side. Eventually, o portion of arimate plants
& short fima, 1 think this would starts with Earth as o planet itself, physically. It used fo be these living plont crestures populcted astronomically. begon o migrate %o the Earth side. In
be a good fime that 1 speak two spheres connected: thet being Earth and that baing Humans, on the other hand, populsted at o siower rate refallation, g porfion of humans migrated
of the arigin of Mirvana T4, Nirvana 4. These two planets—or, 1 mean, one planet— on the Earth side of the planet. An imbalance of fhe twa to the Nirvana 74 side. On both sides
14 o very fascinaling hislericad grow birth fo bath humans end, a5 you call them, animate creatures was foo apparent. As fime moved on, humans i et e e o]
= = : : humans [ved. Ultimately, humans grew
story, 3 plants, Humans wene the first species fo be born. Animate bagan 1o fake notice of this imbalance. A quest for .
P W, T : 5 = ol Werrihorial with the Earth side of fhe
scholars in the world know' this plants were crasthed with the combination of human survivalism struck humans, or os Derwin puts if: “The i i
5 _ > = ' : planet, claiming it as their home and
information. geromes and plant geromes. No one knows the mga.n of Survival of the F-nes‘._H.nmm wared animate plants e i R
how these bwo interacted, but this was the birth of weould become the dominant spacies. e
istepleris, genocide on the animate plants
Establishing a successful hs generations of The two sides fnally
genocide, arimate plants fime: passed on, the broke off, leaving Earth
fock anirel of ha conjunction af Mirvana and Mirvane 74 elors
R e R T4 and Earth begon fo fo themsebves. This is
percolated on both sides with similor body . g
of the planet. Naither feotures when compared
side wortted fo step oot with Earth. The bue
into the othar, chaetoh of Mireana 74,
for instance, is just a
mulabed devietion of
Tel ma again, Robert, Where did you SRR s ' -
how did Nirvana 74 e e st e .
separate so for From =i - from? i : 7 ;
Earth? . - p— - 7 ’
shuckes. felt
w0 long ago. :/
. \.' v
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: : - 2 A crimete plent

Wanting % best Ny - Thaf's sho
this out, he did . Fight. 'We meed ¢ o7 - - e
a litfie hop. Tt .' : fo account for - 3 presen e
e, * : [ the fact that X i
R : - J b fhere s e . i
5 grawity on the
rorthern and
southern polar
points of fhis
plnat

You're ucky T
onky Wt one eye.
Too Black eyes
suit you beter
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Robart put his
finger up fo his

geathermal earthquakies. J . . = |
— s ' 1 @ar, saying. " Fl |
The bees. finally emerged . 3 “Refease them” 3 . - A
ot of the waler gprings \ 1 s i z
' I). 1 - -
. - . " r *-
5 o o ¢ =" - - ?
. P -
E | - .
Tha animate plants i < F Gunfire grew louder Tha baaties flew back fo i
hcaains Heulc il bt than the plants’ singing. the ship 1o lure the Dopabees -~
. - o
notes at 200 beats d Soldiers used famethrowers in. The corridor doors -
par mirate. They = and set several trees o
attacked the scidiers. e 3 ‘ . to ashes. Allure cought fire. 2 :
- !
i . ¥
3 e

| Andrew and Horriet
stood helplessly and
walched the horror

Ha drove an ATV
foward Andrew.
Puling out his

handgun, he shot
fha two guands
behind them.

“Andrew! Harriett
Get onl™

In a millisecond,

An acho of

s “hey's directly
il apat out fo
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As they mude datorce, Mekew 8

baced b dather crdeing e
sokdiary to shoot Sam.

Dodgng troush

rwa, the ATV ron

e hacrd the srbitrary
arancie plart

The spesker was
0 loud for his

-

“Aa youi ge seuth,
you wil find
sabmation. An
e et

s ot hond in the

Andres get shat
in e hip.

Hia screom

ore e doking
! Aed why
have you
decsded %o bal

s o

of tectondc 1o
b tarmed
Passkanaty.

Guarth, in every

viciity that ther

AN comrrter
bis haod and padded

s by o, b

wnnd

o belimaed
wikdy while Rufis
trind dodging an

much b he coukd,

“1 gohis srove
smaight ien the

werce whin e
gurin shereted

Suspercied i the
inver compartmant
of tha ki, beazen
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0 hurt.

W reed
to close
his hatch! P
o -~
And thank god
Earth is & cheice
of destination!
The guards are
battering the
door down!
[
o o
beth of tham! are chimbing up! -

The animate phants
are running soath,
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T knew 1
couldn’t lat
you twe down.

After what
happered o
fhe Dopabess,
1 right-mindedty
couldn’t take i,

You expect me
to kill men and
fix his wound!

Don't you think
that you should
shap in for once
as the alpha
mabe!

Reminiscing of
fourth grade,
Arcdrew peced
togethar b

phatographic
memory and

rernernbered how

the neadie
and thread.

He hesifated

1o poke
hirveself

punchuned,
he refied.

poka-try—poke
and thread-y-

thread.

I ferghva
you, Rufus.

Rufis wos
stting in the

cockpit and
couldn’t hear

hém,
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" My father is probably affer me right now.

Andrew confemplated the following: Andrew was disrupted by

a mental chime from Mindcord.
The radicals are probably watching me -
right now. Does Wallace want me at the
radical hideout? Can I falk about the
radicals fo Harriet and Rufus? Probably
net. Did the animate plamts make it to
the rift? Is Rufus skl frushwortty?
Will Father’s Dopabes plan work? What
should 1 tell Harriet and Rufus fo do
when we land? How much time do I have?

Andnew receiwed
the nofification.

It was o video
with the fitke
“Schntists Predict
Doomsday Will Hit
Tomorrow.” This
scared the bejesus
out of him. He
sharted the video.

The news cormespondent said,
“Seismic waves reved that the
biggest earthauake in human
istory will hit fomorrow.
Scientists balleve fhis will
break Barth’s cone. This
frightening news has doomed
us all as a human species.
Thankfully, Spirit Intercom
has token inifiation, and
pre-registered guests are
expected o enfer starting

The correspondent put his
hand over his heart,
“Thank god I gat access!
For all the sad saps who
don't, unfortunately, you're
igonna die with the rest of
the world."

The video ended.

The hacked screen
with the 3 X's
went away.
Andrew closed
the interface

in shock.

disaster. Mo cameras
are there either.”

Fufus stood up
«and sald, "I

90 get the keys”
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e

30 SECONDS UNTIL ARRIVAL
PLEASE PREPARE
FOR LANDING
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1t all depended

Puling the beer
backwends, e

decolerofed *he
maching wel it

shoppad

He arrived
at the hideout.

The worfier

he got thare,
the les chance
they would
L8

‘What are
you talking

1 wouldert

Blow fhe forch C
thet quick,

coniderng

#hat you just

oot here,
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1 hereby anncunce
that tha rich wil no

T sow o the shit wp o tha
maoment of what you'se been
Srogh, ewiading the sex

part, of course. Thome Sprit

Tntercom man sren's hepey
with you after whet happened
ot Minara. 1 frust that you
wil B Fully dechested to o
seders whie e editration

gots on Somermow.

1t shoots 1000 megawatts i P B The loser occeleroted

accidentally chicked .

I don't want tharl Luciy, the beam e

wrrted ot

Thet thing's gowa

Rick was sittng ol
in e char, looking
stroight ot Andrew.

Lourgng it
he chas,
Andrem
raticed Rick's

pashare.
Rick pulled out o
chair i from of him

and pointed # of

Andrew,
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The radicels shouldn't be
i main e 1 should
be Spirit Inhercom itself.

He needed o way

o get the redicals
off his ol

Kicking tha dark
sand, he began
o poruer aptions %

This ept b
af ease to fall

Arcirew's wision

wes pifch dark now

We're

ooy

and you worked

Pha, I don’t want
my artheitis fo
ek

Yeus ke The wexy,

there for o reason.

weaty.

et and 1 are growng more
dicordoried. Wa hear mojor

1F you dort listen
o what my dad says~

I¥s craxy out there s shay ddent

Aerything
He ciosad out suspicious?
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He ain't gotta
say shit. It's
not like he can

cover up amything
from us., We'll
Just have a closer
eye on him.

1 fucking ghat
and fore Kurt's
hand off for this
day. S0 shut up
from now on
Becouse i you
don't, I'm gonna
crash fhis car
into the sde of
fhe wall ond you
ain't getting amy

access!

Ty, ralac
I youi krife
Andrew, I'm

crashing fhis
car right away.

Rufus, please have
Harriet give me the
screan of my father

and necessary fo
this doy. T will let

you know when

Al
-
Rick put in -» The hallwey

The crowd i Tt led o the !

dilahed thair 62951413, elevator. i

cheer,
. i : i
. % )

-

He held Kurt's
hand in his left
lhand and used
Ihis wrist fo

II'W the
alevator's
comvokuded rip.
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The first minor

The: rumbling

ccoaed again,

Only two red lights

Bt the antire haliway.
The lights flashed

aneund in circlas.

Another earthquake
hit; this time the
shake was olfier

The men
remaed
shertly sl

One man from
our group
relecsed one
gunshat

Due f the
darkness, fhey

didn’t spet us.

They screcmed
Ther skin melfed
Their bicod
bolled.

Yeah, Andrew
ddn't short it
It was actudlly
e whe hook,
the first shot
at the guands.

aven with us?
He holds no
volue, Let's
Just bl s
a8 alrsady.
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These robots

These oufsiders kept
dying o by ore o

Follow my instructions:
the fist thing you must

bty ord ther ipeces do s hrop the device v
from Spirit Inbercom on the crown of your §
o i “Placse, eweryone :
Stop fighting. 'we |
have your access”
s i3 coming
your way. W hove
sgphed anough
portebla Sparit
Emisaries for
wveryone.”
¥

Gerrad Weyre
sk, “Everyons!
We hove snough
for ol of you
Plsase $hop
fighting”

In front of the
from it was

P o joke,
Wayre soid,
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Rick? Mo
resporse. again

1 west wrang, Andrew. What |
crested wod & Vervibla thing
for Pumanity, Thosa poor pesple
arn ol going b de e dirt,
1 raver ook their e info
congidoration. Now only the
Fich will sucened, But thare &
stil one woy you con fox fhis.

¥ou must go %o #he Dopobee Seduction Moom. Orce you'e
therw, you wil 5o e Depobess hove o blue wire attached
fo their stingers. A fhick red wire will be atfached to their
heads. This red wire is connected fo the communicator
wyshem, which sends coded motor neurons for the bees 1o
sfing. The blue wire fransmits the dopamine from their
stinger infa fhe portable Spirit Emissaries.

The repesting of haoving them sfing is whot ollowed us

o store: dopamine. There is o woy where you con change
fhis though.

Al of the communicotors that send sensory reurons ane
controlled by a main confrol unit. If you can get to this
wnit, you must change fhe fype of newron coding. Switch
it from «oded mator reurons fo Spirit World sensory neurons.

The unit clss cllows you to change the anoSomicel
location of where the red wire is located on the
bee. Move the red wire fo fhe sfinger of fhe bee,
and defoch fhe blue wire complefely from fhe bee.
Therafors, this will allow the communicator

ta sand caded Spirit Emissory neurons. into

the stingers of the bees.

The last thing you would hove to do is set

fhe bess free Visudlly aftrocted fo broins, fhe
Dopabess would sting the o and proestons.
The: neurons stored in their stingers will allow

Tim sorry if 1 ever
betroyed you You
ore 0 worol person,
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SPIRT

T INTERCOM

LN

SEDUCTION

ROOM™

Lock i your
hert, ol see
what's the right
chice o, moke.

The red wie
hfed o

Tve known o

ComeL ey
DETacy
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Anders dnogreed.
Lisa cried.
Mzl coughed

Al chack of
Mot v el vk
Harriat's el

Seeing mutyie dead
rich people, he puled
Tham out of The cheirs
aeed dacorvached The
amanaries from them.

Ty et e gt
ot Eme bt
o wl”

with more of our kind
bk weth @ fwist This gt
B, bt ey apeck
dilfurneity fhen s’
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1 predict these
things. I coded
my consciousness [
here before

I died.

Spirit Inbercom.

What! That's
maorally wrong
in every single
way possible!
‘What's wrong
with you! What
even makes you
think that we

You were
always a great
son, Andrew.
Thank you for
making my
lifedong dream
come true.
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